JANUARY 1993 


85p 


This month 


MOTORING 
Motability v cash buy: 
RICA finds the best deal 


9 
EUROPE 
What’s in it for you? 


10 
YOU AND YOUR RIGHTS 
(1) Community care 


11 
PROFILE 

Tony Brown, birdman of 
Dereham 


12 
COMMENT 

Huge benefit income 
boost, Motability feedback 


13-17 
DN HOLIDAYS SPECIAL 
Paradise near and far, 
UK Holiday Care awards, 
checkout and guides 


19-20 

ARTS 

Candoco, Amanda Knapp, 
_ Beyond Silence, media 
guides, TV 


22 
PERSON TO PERSON 
More love in 1993 


25-27 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Red light for Amber: Dr Julia Schofield, founder of a com- 
puter software company, with her guide dog outside Buck- 
ingham Palace. She was collecting an MBE, but Amber was 
left at the gates. “How could they honour me for overcom- 
ing blindness, then refuse to allow my guide dog in?” _ soto 


If you would like to get out and 
about in style, ring Gowrings free 
on 0800 220878. 


Chairman cars are specially made for wheelchair 
passengers. 


Dyslexic 
schoolboy 
gets over 
£5,000 


A boy has been awarded 
over £5,000 compensation 
because his county council 
and teachers refused to 
recognise his dyslexia. 

Local government ombuds- 
man Frederick Laws found 
Cambridgeshire County Coun- 
cil guilty of maladministration, 
causing personal injustice to 
the boy and his parents. 

Mr Laws said the council’s 
failure to identify the boy’s 
needs affected his educational 
development and his academic 
performamce. 

The judgment was warmly 
welcomed by Martin Turner, 
chief educational psychologist 
at the Dyslexia Institute. 

“This is an extremely impor- 
tant judgmert because many 
local education authorities 
claim that dyslexia does not 
exit. Although an ombudsman’s 


Continued on page 7 


ILF lightning 
closure hits 
disabled people 


Thousands of severely disabled people may miss out 
on the opportunity to live independently because 
applications to the Independent Living Fund (ILF) 
were unexpectedly closed at 24 hours’ notice. 


The fund, which helps 
18,000 people to live at home 
with payments averaging £104 
a week, stopped accepting new 
applicants at midnight on 25 
November. 

Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott said in a Com- 
mons written answer the day 
before that the decison was 
made to allow the _ fund’s 
trustees to process all outstand- 
ing claims by March 1993 and 
ensure an orderly handover of 
cases to the ILF’s successors. 

It will be replaced by two 
new trusts in April 1993. One, 
allocated £117 million in 
1993/4, will continue payments 
to existing claimants. New 
claimants will be able to apply 
to the other, which has been 
allocated £4 million for next 
year, £11 million in 1994/5 
and £17 million in 1995/6. Mr 
Scott expects the fund to pro- 


vide a cash top-up to council 
services. 

He said: “We are commited 
to a fund which supports the 
most severely disabled people.” 

But disability campaigners 
are concerned that the new 
trust is designed to help only 
1,500 new applicants of work- 
ing age a year. Pensioners, now 
nearly 40 per cent of the ILF 
recipients, will get no new 
help. 

Sally Witcher of the 
umbrella group _ Disability 
Alliance said: “Existing recipi- 
ents will continue to be paid 
and are quite safe, but it will be 
much tougher for new appli- 
cants as the criteria will be 
stricter and wipe out all new 
help for pensioners. There will 
be many people who wanted to 
apply but will now find them- 
selves ineligible. 


Continued on page 2 


TECs scheme ‘a farce’ 


Training and_ Enterprise 
Councils (TECs) need radi- 
cal reform and a reassess- 
ment of the way _ they 
operate, says a new report 
from The Spastics Society. 

Most of the 138 local train- 
ing providers and advocacy 
organisations who responded to 
a national survey said they were 
very disappointed with the per- 
formance of the 61 TECs in 
England and Wales - private 
companies who are responsible 
for delivering the Govern- 
ment’s major training schemes. 

Most seem unwilling to 
implement effective policies for 
disabled people seeking jobs or 
training and show a complete 
lack of understanding of dis- 
ability issues. 

Disabled people of all ages, 
but especially aged 16-24, often 
have little or no prospect of 
getting a job once training 
courses are completed, says the 


report. 

Possible extra costs of train- 
ing are rarely appreciated and 
there is limited choice in 
courses, little consultation in 
decision-making and poor 
encouragement to take up even 
existing training courses. 

The chairman of a council 
for disabled people in the East 
Anglia region said: “Our TEC 
has a special needs committee 
which is most dismayed and 
disaffected by its own lack of 
performance and future 
prospects ... the Government 
scheme appears a very expen- 
sive farce. A national deception 
of gigantic proportion.” 

Not all was black, though. 
The survey found examples of 
good practice in London, 
Humberside, Wales and York- 
shire. 

Steve Smith, author of the 
report, said: “The discrimina- 

Continued on page 5 
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2 NEWS 


‘Poor care leaving 
thousands disabled’ 


Poor NHS care is leaving one in 
five accident victims injured or 
disabled, says a new report. 

The British Orthopaedic 
Association (BOA) study, based 
on 266 hospitals, calls for urgent 
restructuring of accident treat- 
ment services and a rise in the 
number of trauma specialists. 

The study found that some 
10,000 accident victims a year 
are needlessly disabled because 
NHS trauma care is not up to 
modern standards. 

It claims the lack of a coher- 
ent strategy for trauma treat- 
ment has produced a haphazard 
system of units, many of which 
are ill-equipped and under- 
staffed. Only one in five hospi- 


Cannabis 


A woman with mulitiple sclero- 
sis has become the first person 
in Britain to be prescribed cap- 
sules containing cannabis. 

Liz MacRory, from West 
Yorkshire, has smoked the drug 
for three years as it relieves 
pain, gives her bladder control 
and stops spasms. Now a neu- 
rologist has agreed to prescribe 


Carers rise to 6.8 million 


The number of people caring 
for elderly or disabled people in 
the UK in 1990 has risen from 
six million in 1985 to 6.8 mil- 
lion, says a new survey. 

The Office of Population 


tals who thought they were able 
to providing major accident ser- 
vices had enough staff and 
equipment. ‘Twelve hospitals 
designated as major trauma 
treatment centres had no inten- 
sive care or resuscitation units. 

The report said: “The deliv- 
ery of trauma services has not 
kept pace with the remarkable 
technical advances which have 
been made in recent years so 
that full advantage cannot be 
taken of them and much unnec- 
essary death and disability has 
resulted.” 


The Management of Skeletal 
Trauma in the United Kingdom, 
£3.50, BOA, tel: 071-405 6507. 


for MS? 


her Nabilone capsules, which 
contain one of the main ingredi- 
ents of cannabis. Nabilone is 
also used to help cancer patients 
control vomiting. 

Mrs MacRory wants scien- 
tists to start clinical trials of 
Nabilone and carry out more 
research into the benefits of 
cannabis. 


Censuses and Surveys says 3.9 

million carers are women. 
Women were also more likely 

to devote more hours to caring. 


OPCS, £1.50, 071-242 0262. 


Derek Aitcheson (centre) from Nottingham receives the 1992 Red Cross Care in Crisis Award 


from Jean Greaves, director of Notts Red Cross. Mr Aitcheson, who is deaf, stepped in when 
he saw a policeman being beaten up by four youths. In another incident, he saved someone 
from committing suicide. George Reynolds (right), director of Nottingham and Notts Soci- 
ety for the Deaf, nominated Mr Aitcheson for the award. 


ILF lightning closure 
Continued from page 1 


“When you consider that more 
than 13,000 people have so far 
applied for the ILF this year, 
and there were plans to make 
payments to 10,000 new appli- 
cants by March, it seems 
ridiculous that the new trust 
should be limited to so few 
people in future.” 

The Spastics Society esti- 
mates that the difference 
between the average ILF pay- 
ment now and that of the new 
fund could leave people £50 
worse off. 

Benefits expert Virginia Ali- 
son is also concerned that there 


will be no transitional fund and 
that no claims will be back- 
dated. 

She said: “It is scandalous 
that there is no fund for the 
next five months. Severely dis- 
abled people may be denied the 
opportunity to live indepen- 
dently.” 

Labour’s social __ security 
spokesperson Keith Bradley is 
calling on the Government to 
compensate claimants  pre- 
vented from applying to the 
ILF because their claims for 
Disability Living Allowance (a 
necessary prerequisite) were 
delayed by administrative prob- 
lems at the Benefits Agency. 
*Campaigners have given a 
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THE MOBILITY SPECIALISTS 


cautious welcome to a £26 mil- 
lion increase in the Community 
Care Transitional Grant, which 
the Government wants local 
authorities to use to help 


severely disabled people live 
independently. But they are 
concerned it has not been ring- 
fenced. 
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NEO 


Motability review 
The Joint Committee on 
Mobility for Disabled Peo- 
ple agreed in December not 
to call for an independent 
review of Motability, the 
charity that helps disabled 
people run a car or powered 
wheelchair. Not enough evi- 
dence of problems had been 
produced, said chairman 
Peter Large. There was no 
vote. 
Earlier, the Charity Com- 
mission and the Office of 
Fair Trading decided Mota- 
bility had no case to answer 
| (DN November). 
Motability, a new mem- 
ber of the Joint Committee, 
was represented by director 
Ken Keen and_ executive 
| committee —_- vice-chairman 
| Gerald Acher. Two gover- 
| nors, wearing other hats, 
| were also there. This turn- 
| out signalled Motability’s 
concern, according to some 
committee members. Andy 
| Berry, executive council 
|member of The Spastics 
| Society, noted a “defensive- 


Acher mentioned 
| plans to develop disability 
| training for Motability staff 
| which were welcomed. 
| Morigue Cornwell, director 
of the Banstead Mobility 
| Centre, wanted a liaison 
group drawn from Motabil- 
ity and major disability 
organisations to meet regu- 
| larly. 

“It could assist Motability 
to provide a better quality of 
service,” said Jean Ashcroft. 

See also pages 8 and 12 


Wellcome Year 
Disability is the special area 
for 1993 at The Wellcome 
Foundation Ltd, one of the 
big charitable givers. 

Corporate donations exec- 
utive Ron Sutton said: “We 
generally choose an area 
which is not well funded - 
last year it was carers - and 
projects where people help 
themselves or others.” 

The Spastics Society, 
PHAB UK, Queen Eliza- 
beth’s Foundation for Dis- 
abled People and the British 
Sports Association for the 
Disabled will get some 
£60,000 spread over various 
projects like DN’s helpline, 
or training for local group 
leaders, updated literature 
and a study programme 
with ethnic minority 
groups, all with PHAB. 

The theme will comple- 
ment on-going projects in 
employment and _ training 
worth £40,000 a year, like 
Wellcome’s “gold card” 
membership of the Employ- 
ers’ Forum on Disability, its 
support of The Spastics 
Society’s Fast Track man- 
agement programme and a 
national pilot scheme to 
open NVQ qualifications to 
disabled people in skills 
development centres. 


seaitiesee 


Disabled people from Hackney, London, designed and made a 16-feet long banner to mark 


World Aids Day on 1 December. 


UN meeting sends letter to PM 


A letter has been sent to the 
Prime Minister urging him to 
support anti-discrimination leg- 
islation. : 

It came from 160 delegates at 
a conference about the United 
Nations Decade of Disabled 
People held in London in 
December. 

Beyond the Decade - An 
Agenda for the Future, was 
organised by Mencap, the 
Royal Association for Disability 
and Rehabilitation (RADAR), 
the Royal National Institute for 


the Blind and the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf 
People. 

It reviewed the United 


Nations Decade of Disabled 
People and set an agenda for 


- 
1 
| 
| 
1 
| 
1 
! 
I 
i} 
I 
1 
1 
! 
1 
1 
! 
1 
| 
| 
t 
| 
I 
1 
1 
i} 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
| 
! 
! 
! 
! 
1 
i} 
i} 
i} 

Ay 

aay 

eat 

4) 

a 

qy 

a 

cal 

=) 
je) 
= 
=) 

Oo 
1 
! 
I 
1 
| 
J 
J 
1 
1 
i} 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
L 


the future. 

Veteran disability cam- 
paigner Lord Jack Ashley gave 
the keynote speech. He called 
on delegates to vigorously cam- 
paign for civil rights legislation 
and asked for greater unity 
within the “fragmented” dis- 
ability movement. 

He said: “Internal debate is 
reasonable, but if it is taken too 
far it degenerates into bickering 
and becomes counter-produc- 
tive.” 

He also warned that activists 
should not “disregard or even 
antagonise the able-bodied. 
They are after all the majority 
and their help is essential.” 

But Kevin Mulhern, pro- 
ducer of the BBC's Link pro- 


DID YOU KNOW THAT YOU CAN 
HIRE A RENAULT EXTRA WITH 
ATLAS CONVERSION? 


VAN & TRUCK RENTALS 


& COMMUNITY TRANSPORT DIVISION a 


Contact Alan on 
0992 - 715544 
(North London) 


gramme, said the antagonism 
was because disabled people 
were getting tired of listening 
to able-bodied people talking 
on their behalf. 

Nicholas Scott, Minister for 
Disabled People, who said the 
Government was committed to 
raising the quality of public 
services for disabled people, 
was strongly criticised for leav- 
ing after his speech and not 
taking questions from the floor. 

Tory MP John Hannam, sec- 
retary of the All-Party Disable- 
ment Group, said that Mr 
Scott and other ministers were 
in a neutral position about anti- 
discrimination legislation. 
“They are ready to be pushed. 
It is up to you to do it.” 


Extra 
cash for 
students 


Further education colleges have 
welcomed an extra £7 million 
to be spent on assessments, 
support services and_place- 
ments for students with learn- 
ing difficulties and _ physical 
disabilities. 

The new Further Education 
Funding Council (FEFC) 
which made the announcement 
in December, will allocate 
funds to the colleges when they 
become independent corpora- 
tions in April. 

The FEFC is also setting up 
a “specialists” committee to 
carry out a fundamental three- 
year review of further educa- 
tion provision for students with 
learning difficulties and physi- 
cal disabilities. Led by an inde- 
pendent chairman, it will have 
members drawn from colleges, 
local education authorities and 
specialist organisations. 

Careers officers, _ health, 
social services and the Depart- 
ments of Education and 
Employment will be invited to 
take part. 

Principal of Lewisham Col- 
lege Ruth Silver said: “The 
extra money will be immensely 
helpful.” 

John Curtis, assistant direc- 
tor of SKILL: National Bureau 
for Students with Disabilities, 
said: “We are pleased with the 
funding increase, but would 
like to know how the money is 
to be distributed. The review is 
equally welcome. It is long 
overdue.” 
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4 NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 


DLA/DWA forecasts wrong 


Alison Rowat reports 


The Government under-esti- 
mated the numbers of disabled 
people who would immediately 
apply for the new Disability 
Living (DLA) and _ Disability 
Working Allowance (DWA), 
Michael Bichard, chief execu- 
tive of the Benefits Agency 
told MPs in November. 

But as Mr Bichard sought to 
reassure MPs that the problems 
were being solved, disability 
groups warned that waiting 
claims could be replaced by a 
backlog of appeals. 

Following a 6.4 million 
advertising campaign, — the 
Agency received 450,000 DLA 
and Attendance Allowance 
(AA) claims for people over 65 
between February and April 
1992. This compared with 
190,000 similar claims in the 
same period in 1991. 


Added to this problem were a 
backlog of 70,000 existing 
Mobility Allowance and AA 
cases, staff inexperience, and a 
new computer system. 

Although the Department of 
Social Security forecasts were 
now evening out, the early 
surge was not predicted. “We 
got it wrong,” said Mr Bichard, 
“and the forecasters got it 
wrong.” 

Mr Bichard pledged that the 
Agency was improving its per- 
formance. By the end of Octo- 
ber, 290,000 out of 340,000 
DLA claims received had been 
dealt with; 18,000 out of 18,500 
DWA claims had been cleared; 
370,000 out of 426,000 AA over 
65 claims had been dealt with; 
and 160,000 out of 195,000 top- 
up claims had been cleared. 

“None of that minimises at all 
the problems, the suffering and 
the inconvenience that people 
have been caused,” he added. 


Tourism Bill heading into sunset 


Britain should aim to be a 
“centre of excellence” when it 
comes to tourism for disabled 
people, Tory MP Harold Ellet- 
son told the Commons in 
November. 

Mr Elletson, from Blackpool 
North, was launching his 
Development of Tourism for 
the Disabled Bill which aims to 
“encourage” the tourist indus- 
try to provide better facilities 
for disabled visitors. 

But as DN went to press, the 
Bill looked unlikely to succeed. 

Mr Elletson said there had 


people, such as the English 
Tourist Board’s Tourism for 
All campaign, and the work of 
the Holiday Care Service. 

Now “a little light interven- 
tion” via a Council for Tourism 
for the Disabled was needed. 

“The council’s aim,” said 
Mr Elletson, “would be to 
develop high standards, quality 
and choice. It would seek to 
ensure that the needs of every 
type of disabled person were 
fully taken into account in the 
design of everything from 


A week after Mr Bichard had 
made his excuses and left, dis- 
ability groups launched a 
report which says that problems 
with DLA/DWA look set to 
continue. 

Too Little Too Late by the 
Disability Alliance and_ the 
Royal Association for Disability 
and Rehabilitation says there 
are “serious deficiencies” in the 
service provided by the Benefits 
Agency and the design of the 
benefits themselves. 

Questionnaires were com- 
pleted by 379 agencies, such as 
Citizens’ Advice Bureaux, and 
367 claimants. 

Delays were reported by 98 
per cent of agencies. Examples 
were given of people dying 
before an award was made. 

Over 60 per cent of people 
had difficulty filling in the self- 
assessment claim form. 76 per 
cent of those who received help 
with claiming were successful 


compared to 36 per cent of 
those who did it alone. 

And a backlog of appeals is 
looming. 77 per cent of advisers 
say claimants have been 
wrongly refused DLA and 81 
per cent say the awards were 
too low. 

Regarding DWA, 62 per cent 
of agencies said people enquir- 
ing about the benefit had not 
made a claim. 89 per cent of 
advisers believed this was 
because claimants would be 
worse off on DWA. 

Recommendations include: a 
radical revision of the self- 
assessment form in consulation 
with disability groups; compen- 
sation for financial losses 
incurred by claimants; better 
benefits staff training; and an 
increase in the level of DWA. 


£3.50, Disability Alhance, Uni- 
versal House, 88-94 Wentworth 
Street, London El 7SA. 


accommodation and _ transport 
to promotion material and even 
to railway timetables.” 


been “worthy initiatives” to 
improve tourism for disabled 
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Entente cordiale: Ministers for Disabled People Michel 
Gillibert of France and Nicholas Scott at Inform 792, the 
first exhibition/conference for European information givers. 
Held in Birmingham in November, during Britain’s EC 
presidency, it attracted only 600 people, a few from places 
like Slovenia and Hungary, but most from the UK. 
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No cash payments 

A Bill which would enable 
councils to make direct cash 
payments to disabled people to 
pay for personal assistance is 
heading for defeat. 

Mid Kent Conservative MP 
Andrew Rowe’s Disabled Per- 
sons (Services) Bill was down 
for a second reading as DN 
went to press, but the Govern- 
ment was expected to block it. 

Etienne d’Aboville of the 
Spinal Injuries Association said: 
“Cash payments give severely 
disabled people the means to 
choice, independence, control 
over their personal assistance 
arrangements and ensure good | 
quality services are provided 
with minimal bureaucracy, giv- 
ing value for money. They pro- 
vide all the Government claims 
it wishes to see from from its 
community care proposals.” 

Campaigners hope the Bill 
can be re-introduced in the 
Lords in the Autumn. 


Rules tightened 
Social Security Secretary Peter 
Lilley has been fleshing out 
proposals to tighten up the 
award of Invalidity Benefit. 

Giving evidence to MPs in 
December, he said people 
invited for medical examina- 
tions will be given more notice 
to attend and asked to give rea- 
sons if they do not. 50,000 peo- 
ple did not turn up for medical 
examinations last year. If the 
reasons are not acceptable, peo- 
ple can be disqualified. 

Medical reports will be made 
more thorough, with more 
investigation done on a_ per- 
son’s “fitness for work”. 

The procedures are to come 
into effect next April. 


Civil Rights delayed 
The Civil Rights (Disabled Per- 
sons) Bill will have to wait till 
26 February for its second 
reading in the Commons. As 
predicted, it was not read on 11 
December (DN, December). 

A cross-party group of 254 
MPs have now signed early day 
motion 330 calling for a Bill. 


Community care warning 
Health Secretary Virginia Bot- 
tomley has warned councils not 
to be too ambitious too soon 
over community care. 

She told MPs in November: 
“Some aspects of community 
care will take ten years ... There 
are some local authorities who, 
in the first year, will have to 
think large and act small.” 

One in six local authorities 
were deemed to be lagging 
behind in their preparations for 
community care. 


Parents lobby Parliament 
Over 200 parents lobbied Par- 
liament in November for better 
residential care. Members of 
Rescare: The National Society 
for Mentally Handicapped Peo- 
ple in Residential Care, asked 
Health Minister Tim Yeo to 
stop the closure of hospitals and 
establish a wide range of resi- 
dential care options, including 
village communities. 


NEWS 5 


EC mobility policy stuck in traffic 


Richard Armitage reports 
The European Commission is 
delaying publication of a long- 
awaited policy on accessible 
transport to check whether it 
would offend the principle of 
subsidiarity. 

Officials are concerned that 
some member states consider 
action in favour of disabled 
people as a national rather than 
a European matter. 

The Community Action Pro- 
gramme on the Accessibility of 
Transport to Persons with 
Reduced Mobility was requested 
in 1991 and due to be published 
in September 1992. 

The delay was admitted in 
November to Derek Prag, Con- 
servative MEP for Hertford- 
shire and chair of the European 
Parliament’s All Party Disable- 
ment Group. 

Mr Prag called the delay “a 
source of disappointment to 
disabled people throughout the 
Community.” 

It is understood that the draft 
programme covers all the main 
modes of passenger transport. 


TECs scheme ‘a farce’ 
Continued from page 1 


tory attitudes of many employ- 
ers and training providers, 
inaccessible work and training 
places and an inadequate trans- 
port system undermine the 
ability of TECs to meet dis- 
abled people’s training and 
employment concerns.” 
Well-intentioned TECs are 
severely constrained by lack of 
money, he thinks, and the situ- 
ation will get worse in 1993, 
even with the extra £177 mil- 


lion for the Employment 
Department announced in 
November. 

“Taking inflation into 


account, there will be a real cut 
of three per cent in the TECs’ 
training budget. As there will 
also be a rise in unemployment, 
so more demand for youth 
training, there will be less 
money for fewer places in 
future.” 


As this is not a Directive, it is 
not legally enforceable. 

Instead, it is believed that 
member states would be asked 
to commit themselves voluntar- 
ily to achieve, by certain dates, 
agreed levels of accessibility to 
passenger transport for people 
with mobility difficulties. 

Despite this softly, softly 
approach, it now appears that 
the Commission is anxious to 
come up with a formula that 
they know will be acceptable to 
all transport ministers, espe- 
cially the UK’s John MacGre- 
gor. 

Campaigners for accessible 
passenger transport are angry at 
the delay. Keith Armstrong, 
Chair of the Dial-a-Ride and 
Taxicard Users association 
(DaRT), said: “The British 
Government has missed an 
ideal opportunity during its six 
month’s Presidency to progress 
this matter and redress the 
transport discrimination — that 
many people with disabilities 
have faced all their lives.” 

In the Commons, a cross- 


The report proposes ring- 
fencing TECs’ resources for 
local disabled people, making a 
big increase in TEC staff and 
board members who are dis- 
abled, and having the training 
and employment of local dis- 
abled people monitored by dis- 
ability organisations. 

The Society also wants 
TECs to be more formally 
accountable to the local com- 
munity, have accessible offices, 
and give disabled people an 
important role in making deci- 
sions. 

Steve Smith said: “A radical 
reform of TECs must be 
urgently embarked on as well 
as the implementation of legis- 
lation and an effective quota 
system.” 


Wasted Opportunities, £4.95, 
Campaigns and Parliamentary 
Affairs Department, The Spastics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, Lon- 
don WIN 4EQ. 


Hor 


party group of 112 MPs have 
signed an early day motion sup- 
porting DaRT’s call. 

Tom Megahy, Labour MEP 
for Yorkshire South West, and 
a member of the European Par- 
liament’s Transport Commit- 
tee, said: “It is scandalous that 
nothing has been done. When 
John MacGregor attended the 
EP Transport Committee at the 
start of the British presidency, 
he gave the impression that 
progress on accessible transport 
would be made. It is difficult to 
see how this will be achieved 
with less than a month to go 
before Britain stands down.” 

Meanwhile, the British tradi- 
tion of ad hoc, gradual change, 
voluntarily introduced, contin- 
ues: the UK’s first low-floor 
bus trials are to start in London 
in Spring 1993. Orders have 
now been placed by London 
Transport for 68 low-floor 
buses in a package thought to 
be worth around £8 million. 


See Europe: what’s in it for 
you, page 9 


Disabled driver Ron Cot- 
trell from Rochester, Kent, 
returns from a relief drive 
to Romania. Mr Cottrell, 
with co-driver Mark 
McCadden, drove a support 
car following a truck load of 
medical and relief supplies 
sent out by The Body 
Shop’s Eastern European 
Relief Drive Organisation. 
Among the places visited 
were the Pascani Orphanage 
and the Sculeni Hospital for 
the Terminally Ill. The 
truck was driven by Jim 
Beech. 


WITH SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION FOR 


WHEELCHAIR USERS 


In our new £400,000 range of especially adapted caravan holiday homes 
with ramp access, widened doors, bedroom and bathroom access, so the 


whole family can holiday together. 
Facilities include indoor heated pool, live clubroom entertainment, 

supermarket, restaurant, take away food, new childrens play area — 
All with wheelchair access. 


wm Ask for our Super FREE Brochure and wheelchair user factsheet 
(0493) 780229 NOW (24 hrs) or write to D. N. Marsh at: 


Cherry dree Holiday Park 


Mill Rd. Burgh Castle, GT. YARMOUTH NR31 90R g 


Champion swimmers Marc Woods (left), Duncan Goodhew, 
president of the BT National Swimathon 793, Sir Peter 
Yarranton, chairman of the Sports Council and Tracy Jones, 
at the launch of this year’s event. There’s still time to put 
your name down for Britain’s biggest sponsored swim. For 
an entry form, contact BT National Swimathon, 44 Earlham 
Street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9LA. 


Rights not sackings 


A campaign to inform disabled 
workers of their rights has been 
launched by the Royal Associa- 
tion for Disability and Rehabil- 
iation (RADAR). 

RADAR is offering advice to 
workers facing dismissal and 
has set up a network of legal 
advisors around the country to 
help push for prosecutions. 

It has also published Employ- 
ment Rights: A guide for disabled 
people. This is the first publica- 
tion to look at employment law 
specifically from the point of 
view of disabled workers. 

For example, it tells you how 
to take action using the 1944 


Disabled Persons (Employ- 
ment) Act, which forbids 
employers from sacking regis- 
tered disabled workers without 
reasonable cause. 

RADAR’s employment pol- 
icy officer Caroline Gooding 
said: “The current legal protec- 
tion for disabled workers is 
totally inadequate and anti-dis- 
crimination legislation is des- 
perately needed. In _ the 
meantime, disabled workers 
have some rights and should 
make full use of them.” 


£3.50, RADAR, 25 Mortimer 
Street, London WIN SAB. 
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‘NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


NEWTON ELAN . Well Proven 


Easily Transportable Powered Wheelchair. 
ELJC 2054, ELSC 2055, ELWC 2056 
Impressive Indoor/Outdoor Performance 


Side Mounted Batteries For Easy Folding 
and Stowage 


Easily Detachable Kerb Climber 


Independent Suspension Gives 
Comfortable Ride 


Attractive Styling 

VALUE FOR MONEY 

Why Not Have a Demonstration? 

Cu Se’ ee er 


Newton Products, Freepost, Birmingham, B33 8BR 
EWFCR': 021 783 6081 Fax: 021 783 5723 


| For full information, tick box(es) required and return this coupon to the above address. 


MANUAL CHAIRS 
Special Applications 


MANUAL CHAIRS 
General Purpose 


DN1/93 


POWERED CHAIRS 
General & Special 
Purpose 


MANUAL CHAIRS 
toeol Nursing/Residential 
Home & Special Medical use 
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6 BREAKTHROUGHS 


The ‘Eezee’ 
way to 
read books 


The inventor of a new device 
which enables partially-sighted 
people to magnify written text 
and make it appear on a televi- 
sion screen has won an award 
from the BBC radio _ pro- 
gramme, In Touch. 

Surrey engineer Pat Crane 
was presented with the David 
Scott Blackhall Award for out- 
standing service to people with 
a visual disability by HRH the 
Princess Royal at a ceremony in 
October. 

His invention, the Eezee- 
Reader, can be connected to 
any tv set and enlarges print by 
up to 40 times. 

It consists of a miniature 
camera and magnifier inside a 
hand-held scanner. When the 
scanner is placed on newspa- 
pers, books or bottles the writ- 
ing appears greatly magnified 
on the screen. 

Mr Crane said: “I invented 
the device after noticing how 
much enjoyment visually 
impaired friends got from see- 
ing enlargements of objects 
they could not normally see.” 

Mark Prouse, hi tech officer 
at the Royal National Institute 
for the Blind’s resource centre, 
said: “This great device is easy 
to operate and can be used on 
any tv set.” 


The Eezee Reader, sold by 
Force Ten, costs £280. 


Force Ten. Tel: (0483) 762711. 


Software 
used as 
maths aid 


A new software package has 
been launched for students 
with poor manual dexterity 
who find it difficult to use 
mathematical tools. 


NISSAN 


AccessMaths, designed by 
the Aids to Communication in 
Education (ACE), gives dis- 
abled students access to rulers, 
protractors, set-squares and 
other tools required for key 
stages of the National Curricu- 
lum. 

By operating a _ keyboard, 
mouse or trackerball, students 
can draw, erase and measure 
lines, squares, circles and other 
geometric shapes. 

ACE deputy director 
Andrew Lysley said: “Many 
students with special needs find 
it difficult to use maths tools. 
This new package is the first to 


Gordon Dalgarno (left) shows student Karen Chambers how to use his music computer 


provide a solution.” 

The package is made by 
Northwest SEMERC and used 
with a BBC 128 computer. 

It costs £30 and versions for 
Acorn Archimedes and IBM 
computers are now planned. 

John MacFarlane, director of 
the Computability Centre, said: 
“This is a great idea. We wel- 
come anything that aids inte- 
gration and helps students with 
special needs to compete on an 
equal basis with able-bodied 
students.” 


Northwest SEMERC. Tel: 061- 
627 4469. 


Good 
vibrations 


Scientists have found a new 
way of helping people with 
hearing impairments to enjoy 
music. 

Researchers at Sunderland 
University's Enabling _ for 
Music Project have designed a 
software package that is the 
first of its kind in the country. 

It uses advanced computer 
graphics to give visual informa- 
tion about pieces of music. 
Notes are represented by dif- 
ferent colours and shapes. 

It is backed up by a special 
chair, which conducts  vibra- 
tions to different parts of the 
body in time with the music. 

Researcher Gordon Dalgarno 
said: “We aim to help people 
who normally cannot play a 
conventional musical instru- 
ment to compose and play their 
own music. 

“It’s been hard work but I 
am now ready to go out to 
schools and clubs for the deaf.” 

The software package costs 
£25 and can be linked to most 
electronic keyboards. It is com- 
patible with Acorn Archimedes 
and Acorn A3000 computers. 
The chair has yet to be priced. 


Enabling for Music Project, 
School of Advanced Technology, 
Sunderland University, Edin- 
burgh Building, Chester Road, 
Sunderland, SR2 7EE. 


> RENAULT 


5 SEATER (plus 1 wheelchair space) or 4 SEATER (plus 2 wheelchair spaces) 
(Fully converted including windows, ramps, clamps and carpeted) 


® The VERSA is available in both petrol (unleaded) and diesel versions. 
« The lst Choice for Nursing Homes, Charitable Organisations, Community Transport and Families alike! 
# Inside, is a reliable and safe method of anchoring the Wheelchairs and seats. 
« A double track runs the full interior length of the vehicle. Wheelchair clamps are provided which simply hand-tighten 
to anchor the wheelchair firmly in any position along the track. 
Contact Howard Samuels or John Leach for a full information pack * Including Delivery, number plates and assumes exemption from road fund license. 
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CAR CEINMITEFE LTO. 


051 420 2000 


* All conversions subject to Appendix B of Relief From VAT and Car Tax as amended in the 1983 Acts. 


NISSAN # PETROL 


£9495 
NISSAN «= DIESEL 


£9995 


RENAULT # PETROL 


£10495 


RENAULT # DIESEL 


£11395 


FULL RANGE OF NISSAN 
CARS - MICRAS, SUNNYS, 
PRIMERA'S, AVAILABLE 
ON MOTABILITY FINANCE 


NEWS 7 


IN BRIEF 
sree 


Recession-beaters 

A Birmingham firm employing 
disabled workers has bucked 
the trend of the recession and 
won a £150,000 contract from 
Ortho-Kinetics UK. 

People with disabilities make 
‘up half the staff at Newton 
‘Products, the manufacturing 
division of The Spastics Soci- 
ety. General manager Gareth 
Thomas said the firm’s success 
was down to disabled workers 
making products for disabled 
people. 

“This is a terrific boost for 
us. It shows that we can com- 
pete in a commercial environ- 
ment as well as anybody.” 


Bible on computer 

The first computer program to 
help disabled people read the 
bible was launched at St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Torquay, 
last month. 

Luke’s Story was devised by 
Jayne Chenery, a disabled girl 
who died two years ago. 

Her mother Monica said: 
“Jayne devised the program 
because she was frustrated at 
not being able to read the bible 
without someone else turning 
the pages, and wanted to help 
others in a similar position.” 

The programme, produced 
by the Bible Society, runs on a 
standard BBC Master micro 
computer and can be linked to 
speech synthesisers, braillers 
and switching systems. 


£25 (exc VAT). (0793) 513713 


Everyone’s a winner 
Three disabled 
people _——- were 
among the win- 
ners of major 
awards at the 
end of 1992. 

Sarah Daw- 
son from Binmn- = 
ingham (above) won a Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Award. Ms 
Dawson won the award for 
helping the Girl Guides Asso- 
ciation and passing projects on 
embroidery and stained glass 
windows. 

Pamela Bradley from Bar- 
row-in-Furness is the national 
winner of the 1992 Whitbread 
Volunteer Action Awards. Ms 
Bradley has worked for 30 
years as a fundraiser, hospital 
visitor and carer. 

James Savage of Stratton, 
Cirencester, won a Business 
and Technology Education 
Council (BTEC) gold medal. 
Mr Savage achieved high 
enough grades in his BTEC 
Higher National Diploma in 
computer studies to transfer to 
a degree course. 


Correction 

The Greater London Associa- 
tion of Disabled People will 
announce its individual mem- 
bership rate late next year and 
not in the New Year (DN, 
December). 


Americans and Irish mean business 


by Joan Shannon 

Thirteen disabled people from 
Northern Ireland have been to 
the USA to learn how to run a 
business. 

They spent three days each 
week shadowing business peo- 
ple in Pittsburgh, learning the 
business and making useful 
contacts for the future. Some 
of the businesses were run by 
disabled Americans. 

The American Experience 
Initiative was organised by 
Mentor Business Consultants 
of Newry and funded by the 
International Fund for Ireland, 
the European Community’s 
Horizon programme, the 
Training and Employment 
Agency in Northern Ireland 
and the Employment and 
Training Authority in the 
Republic. 

Jackie Magee, from Newry in 
Northern Ireland, has just 
returned from two months 
abroad. “It was brilliant,” she 
says, “a great opportunity.” 

Ms Magee, a_ wheelchair 
user, runs MR Mobility, a 
small partnership selling light- 
weight wheelchairs, and plans 
to expand into other disability 
equipment. 

Six of the trainees come 
from the Republic of Ireland 
and seven from Northern Ire- 


Jackie Magee (seated) with organisers and sponsors Mar- 
garet Armstrong, Frank Corrigan and Pat Donnelly 


land. All have definite business 
ideas - including video-making, 
printing, and photography - 
and intend becoming self- 
employed in 1993. 

As well as work experience, 
the trainees spent a day in col- 
lege studying business plans 
and computers, and the final 
day discussing what they had 
learnt. 

In America, the programme 


was hosted by the Ireland Insti- 
tute of Pittsburgh. The 
trainees, five in wheelchairs. 
were housed in self-catering 
apartments five minutes from 
the centre of Pittsburgh. 

Jackie was amused to dis- 
cover that at home the pro- 
gramme was aimed at “people 
with disabilities”, while in 
America it was a “project for 
the physically challenged”. 


£5,000 award 
Continued from page 1 


decision does not have the 
force of precedent, the fact that 
judgement was made is a signal 
to parents that they can win 
money from local authorities 
and a warning to councils that 
they can no longer refuse to 


recognise dyslexia. 

The boy’s parents, known in 
court as Mr and Mrs Starkey, 
told the head of his primary 
school in 1986 that they sus- 
pected their son had dyslexia 
but nothing was done. 

Officials said they refused 
Mrs Starkey’s request for a for- 
mal assessment of special needs 


because it was “unreasonable” 
and his school was providing an 
appropriate education. The 
parents had to pay for lessons 
at the Dyslexia Institute. 

Mr Laws ordered the 
authority to pay the boy £5,500 
and his parents £250. The 
authority is also to pay the 
£850 cost of the year’s lessons. 


Job logo 
relaunch 


The Employment Service 
relaunched its “two ticks” dis- 
ability symbol in November as 
part of a £793,000 advertising 
campaign aimed at promoting 
disabled people to employers. 

The symbol, introduced in 
1990, has been re-designed to 
include the words “Positive 
about Disabled People”. This 
follows criticism that no-one 
knew what the ticks stood for. 

Firms who use the symbol 
will be asked to commit them- 
selves from June 1993 to: 
*interview disabled applicants 
who meet a job’s minimum cri- 
teria and consider them on 
their abilities 
*ask disabled employees at least 
once a year what can be done 
to ensure they develop their 
abilities at work 
*ensure key employees develop 
disability awareness 
*ensure employees who become 
disabled keep working 
*review these commitments 
yearly, plan ways to improve 
them and let employees know 
about future plans. 

A booklet, Employing People 
with Disabilities, has also been 
published. 


Free, tel: (0800) 567 667. 


INDEPENDENCE 


fdipetimatic 
Adjustable 
Bed. 


1) Why are we moving home ? 
2) Why leave surroundings we've 
been happy with for years ? 
3) Why give up close friends ? 


EEZEE- RISE 


The Robinsons asked themselves 


& 


i, OFF 


HEIGHT (Hi/Lo) 

& UNDER BED CLEARANCE 
SELECT COMFORT FROM A 
THOUSAND POSITIONS GET IN AND 
HEAD-UP- OUT EASILY 


SUPPLIERS TO DSS 


AUTOMATIC  }& 
SEAT LIFT 4 


& HEALTH AUTHORITIES 


Telephone: (0985) 213440 
Send for a FREE BROCHURE 


THERAPOSTURE LIMITED 
FREEPOST, (NO STAMP REQUIRED) 
WARMINSTER, WILTS. BA12 9YT 


AUTOMATIC SEAT LIFT 
SLUMBER RECLINER 
FOR COMPLETE REST 

OR PEACEFUL SLEEP. 


4) Why throw away our life savings 
when for a fraction of the cost of 
moving home we could fit the new 
concept RECHARGABLE 
POWER PACK STAIRLIFT 


Payment terms available. 


from BODY THERAPY. 
Two Year Warranty 
"It will carry up to 18 stone 
Walk "It is battery operated so removing the fear of Power Failure 
with electrically operated STAIRLIFTS" 
gh NATIONAL HELPLINE 
ritten CLAUS ON TCqUEST, gazes, 
For Brochure WV 0803 - 322533 
poly MEAY Eee ee ee 
Lan ae Post Codei..cierrcises Telephone......ssececssseesen 
HEAD OFFICE: Body Therapy, 72 Babbacombe Road, 


from 
(kiN " It is designed to blend into most surroundings" 
From Top to Bottom with EEZEE - RISE, the GRORUD CLASSIC. 
rt ATES psc es cca cassaston tas eascccoxsse tt ves eitcsssttbaatcartessn eves on enononatPasesieaenntiaseessess 
Torquay, Devon, TQ1 3SW 
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Motability v cash buy: which is the best deal? 


Lindsey Etchell of 
The Research 
Institute for 
Consumer Affairs 


(RICA) has done the 
sums and shows 
how you can work it 
out for yourself 


In February/March last year, 
RICA surveyed 1,449 disabled 
motorists for Which? magazine 
to find out, among other 
things, how they acquired a car 
and why they chose the method 
they did. 

We found that over a third 
of the motorists had bought 
their car outright with their 


own cash and nearly the same 
number had chosen to lease one 
through the Motability Hire 
Scheme. (The rest used various 
loans and hire _ purchase 
schemes.) 

Cash buyers wanted to keep 
their car for more than three 
years and did not want to sign 
away their mobility benefit. A 
fifth of them thought they had 
got the best financial deal. 

Those who had used Mota- 
bility preferred replacing their 
car every three years (which 
the Motability scheme calls for) 
and could not afford to pay 
cash. A third of them thought 
Motability gave the best finan- 
cial deal. 


Assuming you have the 


HELEN LEY HOME MANAGED BY 
PEOPLE WHO CARE 


A Respite Care Home Specially Designed for People with Multiple Sclerosis 


NEED A BREAK??? 


Physiotherapy class 
Aromatherapy 
Yoga class 


x ** eH He KF KF KH KF KH 


COME AND ENJOY 


First class personal attention 

Qualified nursing staff available at all times 
Skilled and highly experienced care staff 
19 single rooms and 2 double rooms 
Catering for special diets 


Hairdressing available on site 

Outings to places of interest in Warwickshire 
Active league of friends and volunteers 
Disabled sports facilities available nearby 
Collection service from Midlands area possible 


Take advantage of our respite care facilities and special winter rates. 
You've had a tough year - you and your carer - or just you deserve a break. 


Book now and have something to look forward to. 
Imagine how much better you will feel. 


For further information please contact:- 
The Administrator, HELEN LEY HOUSE, Bericote Road, 
Blackdown, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 6QP. 
Telephone:- (0926) 313550/337672. Fax:- 888972. 


Helen Ley Home an Independent Registered Charity No 288362. 
Part of the Multiple Sclerosis Society’s Network of Respite Care. 


iE 


Don't You Long To Rise Above Things? 


choice, which really gives the 
best value? 

We have worked it out using 
two cars at opposite ends of the 
price spectrum, a_ three-door 
Ford Fiesta and a Volvo estate. 
The prices are for November 
1992 so the findings are up-to- 
date. 


Cash v hire: the results 

We compared what you would 
have paid at three years and 
five years. 

On the buying side, we took 
into account the likely cost of 
insurance, regular servicing and 
breakdown cover, which are 
included in the Motability 
scheme. (Remember that Mota- 
bility cars are subject to a 
mileage charge if driven more 
than 12,000 miles a year.) 

Here is what we found: 


* It is cheaper to lease a Fiesta 
or Volvo through Motability for 
three years than to pay cash for 
a new car and sell it after three 
years. (We took into account 
what the money you didn’t 
spend on a car would have 
earned in a savings account.) 


* If you ignore possible earn- 
ings from savings, Motability is 
still cheaper for a Fiesta over 
three years. The large advance 
required by Motability for a 
Volvo makes leasing only a lit- 
tle less expensive than buying. 


* If you plan to keep an expen- 
sive car for five years, buying 
becomes cheaper than leasing. 
But for the cheaper car, leasing 
and even replacing after three 
years is still less expensive at 
the end of five years than buy- 
ing and keeping for five years. 


* If you need complex and 
expensive adaptations, the situ- 
tation changes. The Motability 
scheme requires adaptations to 
be removed when the car is 
returned. It would be expensive 
to replace them every three 
years, so buying a car and 
keeping it longer is likely to be 
the better option. 


HM The Queen giving Sammy Roberts the keys to his Mota- 
bility car at Motability’s 10th birthday celebrations in 1988 


Do-it-yourself sums 


1. Leasing a car from Motability for three years 

Advance payment (varies from zero for a Fiesta to over £6,000 
for a Volvo) 

+ Higher rate mobility component of the Disability Living 
Allowance at £30.30 a week): £4,728 

+ Petrol 

+ Lost interest on savings (compound interest at 5 per cent on 
the money above if you had put it into a savings account as you 
received it) 
= Total cost 


2. Buying a car with cash, keeping it for three years, and 
then selling 

Dealer’s price (list price, minus any discount you can negotiate) 
+ Dealer’s package (delivery charge and number plates will add 
about another £350) 

+ Insurance for three years (ring companies and brokers for 
quotes) 

+ Breakdown cover for three years (comprehensive cover under 
AA or RAC schemes for disabled motoristrs costs about £80 for 
the first year, £70 in subsequent years) 

+ Servicing and repairs for three years (allow about £300 a year 
for small cars, £450 for large cars) 

+ Lost interest on savings (take into account the compound 
interest at 5 per cent which your money could have earned in a 
savings account) 

+ Petrol 

- Resale value of car (cars depreciate most quickly in the early 
years; big cars lose more. Check car resale prices in monthly 
guides available from bookshops or newsagents). 

= Total cost 


NB. The car market and money markets change constantly. (We 
have ignored inflation rates in our sums.) 

A really big discount on a new car or a really low quote for 
insurance can change the cost of different options dramatically. 


THE IMPROVED JAN HORACEK PUSHCHAIR FROM BOOSTER 


ALL THE SUPERB FEATURES OF THE ORIGINAL JAN: 
© Adjustable seat dimensions ensuring comfort, support and the ability to ‘GROW’ 
with your child. 


© Wide range of tilt options - complete seat, backrest and footrest angles 
individually adjustable. 


© Attractive appearance and wide range of accessories. 
° Easily reversed seat - faces backwards or forwards. 
 ° Folds compactly for storage and transport. 


AND NOW: 


Better options for hip/trunk and thoracic support. 
© Lighter aluminium version available. 


© More automatic locking features - 
for ease of use and Safety. 


For more information about the Horacek Range, contact 
4, Booster using the coupon below (postage is free) or call 


us on the following number: vey 0 4 8 4- 6 4 3 4 a 4 


Da 7 Now With.dkitenca: 


uF> 
a Kees 


aa 


For further details CONTACT: 
Lt kangar aids ltd. 


Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
Tel: No. 0544 267674 Fax: 0544 260287 Sales Dept. 


horacek 


fort 


Please send me full details of the Horacek buggy, plus the name of my local dealer. 
ORGANISATION 


NAME ime. MRS. MISS) 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE TEL DN1/93 
FREEPOST this coupon to: Booster, FREEPOST HF 2238, Huddersfield HD3 3LE. 
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EUROPE 9 


Caroline Gooding 


reports 


1 January 1993 is said to mark 
the dawn of a new era for 
Europe - when trade and com- 
petition is set free from the 
restraints of nation states, and 
there can be “ever closer 
union” between the countries 
of the European Community 
(EC). 

But what has the EC ever 
done for disabled people? And 
what can we hope for or fear 
from the brave new Europe? 

Essentially, the EC has two 
faces. One is social - the provi- 
sions of the Social Charter and 
the largesse of the funding pro- 
grammes. The other is eco- 
nomic - the effects of union, eg 
the financial restraints of the 
Exchange Rate Mechanism and 
the Maastricht Treaty. 

But the two faces are not in 
equal proportion. The essence 
of the EC has always been its 
economic policy (remember 
when it was known as the 
Common Market?). And the 
prime aims of “1992” were 
removing trade barriers and 
ensuring free movement of 
workers. 

Ensuring “free movement of 
workers” is not likely to benefit 
disabled workers, because the 
EC has not been working to 
remove those barriers which 
restrict disabled people - lack 
of accessible transport systems 
and housing, the difficulty of 
transferring social security ben- 
efits, etc. 

In fact, the less “mobile” 
members of the Community 
are likely to suffer “dislocation” 
- the Euro-term for increased 
unemployment - and_ leaner 
public services. One of the 
main aims of the Maastricht 
Treaty is to commit all EC 
countries to public expenditure 
“restraint”. The Commission 
would be able to impose fines 
on countries which exceed the 
public spending goals set by 
the EC - rather like rate-cap- 
ping on a grand scale. Disabled 
people have long since learnt 
that one of the prime targets 
when cutting public expendi- 
ture is social welfare. 


The EC’s kinder face 
But what about the other, 
kinder face of the EC? 

The Community has very 
limited powers to make social 
policy. One of the key limita- 
tions is that whilst the Treaties 
(from which the EC derives its 
powers) allow decisions to be 
made on economic issues by a 
majority, action on social goals 
requires agreement by all the 
Council of Ministers. This 
gives individual countries a 
veto, so any country who wants 
to block something, can. 

Also, the social provisions in 
the Treaties refer only to 
improving the conditions of 
workers, making no reference 
to non-workers, in other words 
many disabled people. 

This is why the Social Char- 
ter, launched in 1989, was such 


Europe: what's in it for you? 


a significant development. The 
Charter sets out a number of 
“social goals” for the Commu- 
nity, including for the first 
time a mention of “non-work- 
ers”. It is not, however, legally 
binding and does not alter the 
powers of the EC. It is funda- 
mentally a statement of good 
intention. Even so, Britain 
(alone of the member states) 
refused to endorse it. 

The Maastricht Treaty, if 
ratified, will strengthen the 
EC’s ability to make social pol- 
icy. All the member states 
except Britain will be commit- 
ted to an extension of the EC 
powers on social policy, and 
will in future take decisions on 
a majority basis. In theory at 
least, this will make progress 
easier. 


Gains for disabled people 
Because it is weak on social 
policy, the EC has not achieved 
significant gains for disabled 
people. And even within social 
policy, disability has not been 
prioritised. There were no poli- 
cies at all on disability until 
1981, and no binding Direc- 
tives have been issued address- 
ing disability issues. 

Whilst it is true that the 
Social Charter specifically 
mentions disabled people (“All 
disabled persons whatever the 
origin and nature of their dis- 
ablement, must be entitled to 
additional concrete measures 
aimed at improving their social 
and professional integration”), 
the Social Action Programmes 
drawn up to implement the 
Charter contain only one pro- 
posal out of 50 specifically 
addressing the needs of dis- 
abled people. 

The sole disability initiative 
within the Social Action Pro- 
gramme was a draft Directive 
on accessibility of transport to 
disabled workers. This has now 
been dropped and the Commis- 
sion is considering instead a 
Directive to ensure that all new 
buses and coaches are built to 


accessible standards (see page 5). 


Getting cash 

The goal of the European 
funding programmes is “social 
cohesion”. As such, funds are 
directed at disadvantaged 
groups and regions. 

In contrast to the social pol- 
icy field, a number of EC ini- 
tiatives (such as HELIOS, 
TIDE or HORIZON) have tar- 
getted the needs of disabled 
people. Despite some prob- 
lems, these grants have benefit- 
ted disability groups. 

But the EC funding provi- 
sions are currently under 
review and it is possible that 
the emphasis will be shifted 
away from helping unemployed 
people towards preventing 
unemployment. Given the high 
proportion of disabled people 
who are presently out of work, 
this has very worrying implica- 
tions. 


Anti-discrimination law 
Many disabled people would 
place anti-discrimination legis- 
lation as their number one pri- 
ority for European policy. But 
at the moment this seems to be 
very low on the EC’s agenda. 

Probably the nearest that the 
EC has got to recognising dis- 
crimination as a central prob- 
lem for disabled people is in 
the employment field, where a 
Recommendation was_ issued 
encouraging countries to pro- 
mote equal opportunities, elim- 
inate discrimination and ensure 
that disabled workers could go 
before “competent authorities” 
to enforce their rights. 

But a 1989 report on the 
implementation of the Recom- 
mendation said it had largely 
been ignored. The Council of 
Ministers. asked the Commis- 
sion to draw up proposals for 
tougher action, but so far noth- 
ing more has happened. 

From competitive tendering 
for state services to the removal 
of VAT exemptions, the impact 
of the EC is growing. Disability 


organisations must become 
informed and start to collabo- 
rate with similar groups in 
other countries to ensure that 
disabled people’s voices are 
heard. Disability Alliance, for 
example, wants to form a net- 
work of disability organisations 
to work with interested Mem- 
bers of the European Parlia- 
ment (see below for details). 


Caroline Gooding 1s the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation’s employment pol- 


icy officer. 


For more information on grants, 
see Grants from Europe: How to 
get money and influence policy. 
£7.50. National Council for Vol- 


HOW DOES IT WORK? 


The chief decision mak- 
ing body of the EC is the 
Council of Ministers. This 
consists of representatives 
from governments of the 
12 member states. The 
European Parliament has 
mainly a_ consultative 
role. The Commission is 
the equivalent of a civil 
service for the EC. When 
the Council makes a deci- 
sion, it supervises the 
implementation of policy 
and can also make pro- 
posals for action. 

When it comes to mak- 
ing policy, there are 


three different forms of 
pronouncements. “Regu- 


lations” are binding and 
are immediately applica- 
ble to all member states. 
The Commission has the 
power to issue these on 
its own where _ they 
involve the implementa- 
tion of “secondary legis- 
lation”; otherwise they 
must be made by the 
Council. “Directives” are 
also binding on member 
states, but it is left up to 
the individual country to 
decide how to achieve the 
aims. Directives can only 
be issued by the Council. 
“Recommendations” are 
non-binding statements 
of guidance. They can be 
issued by the Council or 
the Commission. 


untary Organisations, Regents 
Wharf, 8 All Saints Street, Lon- 
don NI ORL. 

To get involved in the Disability 
Alliance network, contact them at 
88-94 Wentworth Street, London 
EL 7SA. 


ACCESS 
FOR ALL 
WITH THE 
NATIONAL 
TRUST 


Thinking about holidays? Why not try one of our adapted holiday 
cottages - in wonderful locations such as overlooking Lake 
Windermere; near Hadrian’s Wall; on a Cornish clifftop - and 
many more. Or if you’re just thinking of spending days out in the 
countryside, or visiting beautiful gardens, you’ ll find access is 


easier now. 


An increasing number of the Trust’s larger gardens and 
landscape parks can be enjoyed independently, or with 
companions, by using our four-wheeler self-drive or two seater 
buggies. These are provided as a free service for visitors. 


Details of where cottages and buggies are available are included 
in our free annual 48-page full colour information booklet for 
visitors with disabilities, sponsored in 1993 by Fisons plc. A 
copy will be sent to you on publication in early March in return 
for a stamped addressed adhesive label, (minimum postage). 


Please write to: 


Mrs Valerie Wenham, The National Trust, Dept DN, 
36 Queen Anne’s Gate, London SW1H YAS. 
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10 YOU AND YOUR RIGHTS 


How to get community care 


In the first of a new DN series, solicitor Anne Luttman-Johnson looks at how present and future 
legislation can be made to work for you 


Last month, a conference called 
“Community Care: A challenge 


to the legal profession” 
attracted 100 solicitors plus 
barristers and voluntary organi- 
sation representatives. 

They wanted to find out 
about the new community care 
legislation, coming into force in 
April, and about an “expand- 
ing” area of practice: making 
legal challenges against local 
and health authorities who fail 
to provide appropriate services 
or make unreasonable charges 
for them. 

The number of legal chal- 
lenges is rising and disabled 
people seem more ready to 
complain. Over 200 have 
responded to a call from the 
Royal Association for Disability 
and Rehabilitation (RADAR) 
(see DN December). 


What legislation is there? 

1. National Assistance Act 
1948 (Section 29). Local 
authorities have the power to 
make arrangements for people 
who are “disabled”, ie if he/she 
is aged 18 or over and is 
“blind, deaf or dumb, or suf- 
fering from mental disorder of 
any description, or ... is sub- 
stantially and permanently 
handicapped by illness, injury 


or congenital deformity or 
other such disability as may be 
prescribed by the minister.” 
(Partially sighted and hard of 
hearing people have now been 
added.) 

Under Section 21, the local 
authority must provide residen- 
tial accommodation for people 
aged 18 or over who for reasons 
of age, infirmity or any other 
circumstances are in need of 
care and attention which is not 
otherwise available to them. 


2. Chronically Sick and Dis- 
abled Persons Act 1970 
requires local authorities to 
provide certain services to peo- 
ple who they have assessed as 
needing them. Section 2 lists: 
* practical help in the home 
* tv, radio, library or similar 
recreational facilities 
* lectures, games, outings or 
other recreational facilities out- 
side the home or assistance in 
taking advantage of educational 
facilities 
* travelling facilities for partici- 
pating in these activities and 
other activities 
* aids and adaptations in the 
home 
* a holiday 
* meals at home or elsewhere 
* telephone and special equip- 
ment to use the telephone. 
Each local authority must 
publish general information 
about the services provided and 
give a disabled person using 


EAGLE 


MOTORHOMES UK 


TAX FREE CONVERSIONS FOR THE DISABLED 
TOTAL FREEDOM OF DESIGN 


NEW OR SECOND HAND CHASSIS 


From April, it will be up to local authorities to give disabled 


people the services they need - or face being sued. 


any of them information about 
others that could be relevant. 


3. National Health Service 
Act 1977. Every local authority 
must provide home-help for 
households where such help is 
required, and may also provide 


VAN AND COACHBUILT CONVERSIONS 


EVERYTHING WE DO IS DESIGNED FOR YOU 


FOR BROCHURE: 


EAGLE MOTORHOMES UK, COAL PARK LANE, LOWER 


SWANWICK, SOUTHAMPTON SO3 7DL 


0489 583 667 


SAM TANNER 
laundry facilities for them. 


4. Disabled Persons (Ser- 
vices, Consultation and 
Representation) Act 1986. 
Local authorities must consider 
a disabled person’s needs when 
asked to do so by the disabled 
person or by his/her carer. 


New legislation 

The National Health and 
Community Care Act 1990 
comes into force in April. 

Local authorities must pub- 
lish a plan for providing com- 
munity care in their area and 
consult with district health 
authorities, family health ser- 
vices, housing authorities, vol- 
untary housing agencies and 
voluntary organisations. 

The aim is to encourage 
more consultation and make 
services more “user-friendly”. 

The disabled person or carer 
no longer has to request ser- 
vices. It will be the responsibil- 
ity of the local authority to 
decide what services a disabled 
person needs as soon as it is 
apparent that the person is dis- 
abled. It will also be up to the 
local authority to inform a dis- 
abled person of their rights. 

The services must emphasise 
keeping a person in the com- 
munity. 

On providing accommoda- 
tion, the new Act substitutes 
“ilIness, disability” for “infir- 
mity” in the 1948 Act. The 
local authority may charge for 
accommodation and _ services, 
but it should be limited to 
“such amount as it appears to 
(the local authority) reasonable 
for (that person) to pay”. 

Local authorities have been 


told to look to the private sec- 
tor to provide some services. 

The Secretary of State for 
Health can make more direc- 
tions about providing social 
services at any time. She may 
also require local authorities to 
set up a social services com- 
plaints procedure. 


What if you are dissatisfied? 
If the local authority fails to 
provide the services it should 
be legally providing, there are 
three main routes open to you. 

Judicial review has proved 
the most effective method so 
far. Described as the “neutron 
bomb” threat that users can 
hold over a local authority, it 
involves taking the authority to 
the High Court which then 
decides whether the authority 
has acted unlawfully. 

“Lack of resources” is some- 
times used as a defence. But if 
a disabled person’s need has 
been identified, then the 
authority has a duty to satisfy 
that need. It cannot say it does 
not have enough resources. 

You could also bring an 
action for damages for breach 
of statutory duty. But the 
courts do not like this 
approach. 

The final remedy is to ask 
the Health Secretary to exercise 
her “default powers”, which 
allow her to decide if an 
authority has failed to carry out 
its functions. 

The default powers within 
the new Act empower the 
Health Secretary to direct the 
authority to carry out its 
duties. That direction can be 
enforced by an order of “man- 
damus” from the High Court. 


Give - and take? 

The important thing to realise 
about the new legislation is that 
these are rights not charity, and 
they can be enforced. Further- 
more, solicitors are beginning 
to appreciate the scope for liti- 
gation in this area. 

But the opportunities could 
be lost if the Lord Chancellor’s 
new proposals to cut the num- 
ber of people eligible for legal 
aid go ahead. 

Under the Green Form 
Scheme, people on low income 
can receive free legal advice or 
pay only a small contribution 
for it. If the scheme is limited 
to people on income support, 
many disabled people receiving 
other benefits will find them- 
selves having to contribute, 
perhaps beyond their means. 

The Law Society, supported 
by the National Association of 
Citizens Advice Bureaux and 
others, is fighting the propos- 
als. It lobbied MPs outside Par- 
liament on 16 December. 


Anne Luttman-Johnson is legal 
claims officer at the Spinal 
Injuries Association. 
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9 January is the 
fourth anniversary 
of the M1 aircrash 
in which 47 people 
died and 79 were 


injured. 

Liz Hollis talks to 
one man who has 
re-built his life as 
a disabled person 


Doctors dubbed Tony Brown 
of Dereham in Norfolk the 
“miracle man” for his will to 
live. Press photographers pur- 
sued him for a picture and his 
story was splashed all over the 
papers. Then the reporters left 
and the MI aircrash was yes- 
terday’s news, leaving Mr 
Brown to get on with his life. 

The crash left him paralysed 
from the chest down. Four 
years of intense medical care 
and_ rehabilitation followed. 
Now, for the first time, Mr 
Brown says he actually feels 
“well” when he wakes up in the 
morning. 

The adjustment to having 
only limited movement in his 
hands and upper body has been 
particularly hard for a former 
sergeant major who was once 
super-fit and sports-mad. 

But Mr Brown, 40, is now 
allowing himself to be opti- 
mistic about the future. 1993 is 
an important year, a fresh start 
with things to achieve and new 
skills to learn. 

A new career is one prospect. 
Mr Brown has become an 
expert on canaries, converting 
his garage into a_ breeding 
room. He started with one bird, 
a present from his wife, and 
soon had 50. Plans are being 
made for more bird rooms, 
including a_ large outdoor 
aviary. 

“Tve always been keen on 
that type of thing,” he says. 
“Keeping fish is another thing 
I am interested in. Bird keep- 
ing is also particularly popular 
in this area.” 

Although he is a member of 
an East Anglian bird society, he 
can’t join the Dereham club 


The bird man of Dereham 


because it is held upstairs. 
Although it annoys him, he 
fears it is a lost battle. “I’ll just 
have to accept it,” he says, “as 
in this case it doesn’t seem 
there is anything I can do about 
it. That sort of thing doesn’t 
bother me as much as when 
they build a new building and 
don’t make access for disabled 
people.” 

Mr Brown is, in his own 
words, “an ordinary sort of 
man who just muddles 
through.” He grew up in mid- 
Norfolk and after school went 
straight into the Royal Engi- 
neers. After a spell in the 
parachute brigade he rejoined 
the engineers and went to 
Northern Ireland as a sergeant 
major. 

It was while returning to Ire- 
land after Christmas on 9 Jan- 
uary, that the  aircrash 
happened. Soon after take-off, 
he saw flames coming from the 
Boeing 737’s engine and pas- 
sengers were told to take up the 
crash position. Both engines 
had failed and the plane 
crashed on the M1. 

“T remember the crash from 
start to finish. In the few min- 
utes before it I got very angry. 
It was the sense of not being 
able to do anything,” he recalls. 

He sustained multiple 
injuries, including a_ broken 
neck. He was not one of the 
first to be rescued and felt his 
friend die beside him soon after 


impact. He remembers every 
second of the drama until he 
lost consciousness in the ambu- 
lance. The next few weeks in 


Carolyn and Tony Brown 


Derby Royal Infirmary’s inten- 
sive care unit he remembers as 
a semi-conscious haze. “There 
were days when I felt so ill that 
I thought I was not going to get 
through the day.” 

As his condition improved, 
he was moved to Stoke Man- 
deville for rehabilitation. He 
was not allowed home for over 
a year. The time involved in 
travelling and later helping her 
husband at home, meant his 


Always a bird-fancier in the past, Mr Brown hopes his old hobby will become a new job 


wife Carolyn had to give up her 
job as a secretary. The family 
also moved to a_ bungalow, 
added an extension, ramps and 
widened doors. 

“All of a sudden our lives 
had changed,” says Mr Brown. 
He became more dependent on 
Carolyn, and they spent more 
time together. “It didn’t change 
our relationship really, but it 
made us more aware of how 
deep our commitment was to 
each other.” 

He found doctors very sup- 
portive, but refused coun- 
selling. “It is just not my style. 
Pll never get used to what has 
happened to me. I'll just have 


Therapeutic management of posture 


with SYMMETRIKIT 


It is recognised by therapists that 
people who are unable to move well 
can be at risk of developing an 
unconventional body shape. The . 
therapeutic management of a 
symmetrical posture is 
recommended in the effort to 
prevent these problems. 


The SYMMETRIKIT chair was 
designed by a highly qualified 
and experienced team. 


gies 
a 


It was designed with three main 
principles in mind: 


1. Clinical function 
2. Comfort 
3. Aesthetics 


The chair will cater for all 
age groups and is 
adjustable in size to grow 
with the client or alter as 
their condition changes. 


Our assessments are carried out by caring, knowledgeable people, for further information contact: 
SYMMETRIKIT LTD, The Sharratts, School Lane, Hopwas, Tamworth, Staffordshire B78 3AD 


- ‘Tel: 0827 69992/67414 Fax: 0827 67414 


to learn to live with it.” 

Most of the money for 
adapting the bungalow came 
from savings. They got a small 
grant to do up the bedroom 
from Breckland District Coun- 
cil, and his old regiment also 
collected money to buy him an 
adapted car. 

He wanted to get on with 
things in his own time and own 
way. “All the way along, the 
family has just muddled 


through. I don’t know how 
people cope with things like 
this if they don’t have a fam- 
ily,” he says. 

This no-nonsense attitude 
has earned him the affection of 
many, including close friend 
regimental sergeant major Dick 
Mackenzie. “His name _ is 
widely known within our ser- 
vice and he has a fine reputa- 
tion. He has a winning way 
with people which has carried 
him through.” He added that it 
had been tough for Tony to re- 
adjust, coming from an army 


background which rarely 
included disabled people. 
Now the treatment pro- 


gramme has ended, he will 
only need one hospital check- 
up and weekly physiotherapy in 
the town hospital. The new 
year will also see Tony step up 
his “new health kick”, a better 
diet and an exercise programme 
including working out on an 
upper body multi-gym in his 
garage. 

And his fight for compensa- 
tion (he has no idea how much) 
could be nearing its end. Hopes 


were boosted last November 
when it was agreed that it will 
not be necessary for survivors 
to prove who was at fault to 
win individual damages. “I 
don’t want to count on it, but it 
would obviously help a lot,” 
says Mr Brown. 

He also wants to pick up his 
social life in 1993. “I’ve always 
enjoyed meeting people and 
socialising. It is male company 
that I have especially missed 
since the accident. This year I 
am going to get more involved 
in the community and get out 
and meet people more. 1993 is 
going to be a better year for 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Ireland, Florida, Cote d’Azur, 
Costa Blanca, Tenerife, Algarve & Majorca 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed 
CONCESSIONARY FERRY RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE 
1993 PRICES AND BROCHURE OUT NOW 


DN1/93 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, (aie 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 0942 891811 ax 
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12 COMMENT 


Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Huge benefit income boost 
I would like to tell your 
readers of some benefits take- 
up work I have been doing 
with residents of an Action for 
Blind People sheltered 
accommodation complex. 

Among the residents of 19 
flats, some individuals, some 
couples, it was possible to gain 
a total increase in their benefit 
income of £46,537.68 per year. 
This averages out at an 
individual gain of £2,449.35 
per year or £47.10 per week. 

All the individuals were 
visually impaired and most, 
but not all, were over 65. 

Although there was under- 
claiming on several benefits, 
the main way of maximising 
income was to claim 
Attendance Allowance, which 
in many cases, principally 
people living alone, would, if 
successfully awarded, also 
entitle them to the Severe 
Disability Premium to Income 
Support. In these cases, 
potential gain in income is 
£61.50 per week (£28.95 
Lower Rate Attendance 
Allowance plus £32.55 Severe 
Disability Premium). 

It should be pointed out, 
however, that the rules are 
complex and a person must 
also meet the basic rules for 


PENROSE BURDEN 
NORTH CORNWALL 
SELF-CATERING HOLIDAY COTTAGES DESIGNED 


Income Support entitlement, 
eg capital. 

But the exercise does show 
that Attendance Allowance is 
an extremely valuable and 
under-claimed benefit. Being 
registered blind or partially 
sighted does not give 
automatic entitlement to it. 

To qualify, someone has to 
have “care” or supervision 
needs. The care has to be 
required “in connection with 
bodily functions” - washing, 
dressing, getting in and out of 
bed. Cooking, shopping and 
housework are not regarded as 
bodily functions. 

It is often easier for an 
elderly visually impaired 
person to show they have 
“supervision” needs - that they 
could be in some danger. They 
may have fallen or burnt 
themselves while cooking. It is 
important to give a full and 
frank account of care needs on 
the self-assessment form. 

A series of fact-sheets on 
benefits relevant to visually 
impaired people is available 
from the address below. 
Jackie Hankins 
Welfare rights officer 
Action for Blind People’s 
Information and Advice Centre 
14-16 Verney Road 
London SE16 3DZ 


FOR WHEELCHAIR USERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 


Eight traditional stone cottages (sleeping 2-6) recently converted with wheelchair 
users in mind. Each has private garden with parking on tarmac. Level access 
throughout. Woodburning stoves (free logs) & free night-stores. Linen provided. 
Dogs accepted. Colour TVs. Home made meals on arrival and each evening. Superb 
rural area with outstanding views from low level windows. Being in wh/ch. myself 
all aspects have been carefully considered - we aim to provide a really RELAXED 
HOLIDAY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. Easy distance from best beaches. One 
mile private fishing with wh/ch. platforms. Open all year. Car essential. Early 
enquiry advised - many return bookings. 1993 rates from £115-£450 (VAT 
included). Large colour brochure (2 x 2nd class stamps appreciated) from: 

R. & N. Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. 


Tel: Bodmin (0208) 850277 & 850617. 


The Doings of Dan Nugent (“DN” to his friends) by Rigby 


MADE ANY NEW YEAR 
RESOLUTIONS DAN? 


4, /M1 GOING 70 STOP 
BEING A NUISANCE 


OH YES UA VG OIN EAD 
BE MUCH MORE PATIENT. 3.1/1 
LOING TO BE K/IND AND CONS/DERATE 


Motability: pros, cons and calls for change 


Your article about Motability 
(DN, November) has saddened 
me for a number of reasons. 
First, I have spent a lot of 
time personally over the last 18 
months trying to explain to 
Ralph Irwin-Brown by 
telephone, by letter and indeed 
visiting him at his home, that 
his concerns are groundless, 
but I am afraid to no avail. 
Your article is misleading 
because it gives the impression 
that both the Charity 
Commissioners and the Office 


_ of Fair Trading have open 


questions of Motability. This 
is not true. Both organisations 
have confirmed that there are 
no matters they wish to raise 
with Motability. Furthermore, 
the Department of Social 
Security is perfectly satisfied 
with the way in which we are 
discharging the responsibilities 
vested in us. 

I am also saddened by Jean 
Ashcroft and her approach. 
When we learned that she was 
worried about Motability’s 
ability to deal with the needs 
of people with arthritis, we 
asked her to visit our offices 
and this was arranged for 14 
September with her chief 
executive. On the day of her 
visit she cancelled, and she has 
been unable to find time in her 
diary before December, three 
months later, to visit Harlow. 
Does this sound the sort of 
approach of someone who 
“wants to be positive and 
wants to improve the service 
on offer to people with 
disabilities”? 

We do not claim to be 
perfect, but we do claim to try 
hard, very hard. 

In the last year, over 50,000 
vehicles have been supplied 
and at the current time 
applications are running 35 per 
cent above last year. Grants 
made from the charitable fund 
numbered over 4,500 and 
amounted to £2.5 million - 
over 12 times the amount of 
four years ago. 

On top of that, some 300 
grants were made from the 
Mobility Equipment Fund 
totalling some £1.2 million. 

It would not be surprising if 
there were not some problems 
from time to time with a 
business of this size, 
particularly when one is 


HANNE ON/ 
WHAT HAPPENED 
OME FIRS Tao 


AHI WELL YOU SEE 
IVE LIKE ALREADY 
BROKEN THAT ONE 


dealing in some cases with 
sophisticated adaptations for 
severely disabled people where 
precise quantification of what 
is needed is not easy. We get it 
right in over 99 per cent of 
cases. 

I suppose what saddens me 
particularly is that we have 
made great progress at 
Motability in the last year or 
two in improving the schemes, 
the administration and the 
customer service. But we are 
not happy to stop there. We 
shall continue with the 
improvements. 

G Acher 

Vice-chairman of the executive 
committee 

Motability, 

London EC4 


I would not want anyone to be 
misled about my position on 
the call for an independent 
review of Motability. 

Although I am a governor of 
Motability, I was not at the 
meeting of the Joint 
Committee on Mobility for 
Disabled People in that 
capacity. However, having 
been very actively involved in 
Motability for almost 15 years, 
I could hardly switch off from 
the criticism (much of it ill- 
informed and unsubstantiated) 
which characterised the debate. 

When Jean Ashcroft 
withdrew the offensive part of 
her original proposal, the 
committee was left with a 
straightforward request for an 
outside look at Motability. Had 
I opposed that, the cry would 
have been that Motability had 
something to hide. 

Joe Hennessy 

Director of support services 
Muscular Dystrophy Group 
London SW4 


My son recently received a 
grant for almost £8,000 
towards the purchase price of a 
specially adapted vehicle. He is 
severely disabled and needs a 
number of driving adaptations 
as well as a vehicle capable of 
carrying a powered wheelchair 
of his own choice. 

Obtaining a grant from 
Motability took over a year. 

We undertook a great deal 
of research before choosing the 
vehicle and presented a 
detailed report to Motability 


Fiat Ofz 
LYING ABOUT AY 
RESOLUTIONS / 


when applying for financial 
help. We found it exasperating 
to be offered options that did 
not meet the requirements - in 
one case a grant towards a 
vehicle and chair that we had 
highlighted as unsuitable. 

It felt as if the board 
considering our request failed 
to fully understand my son’s 
particular needs; nor did they 
appear willing to consider our 
own extensive research and 
opinions on the matter. 

I feel that more cooperation, 
understanding and openness 
from Motability could have 
saved a lot of stress and 
anxiety, so I would welcome 
an attempt to constructively 
review its work. 

Mrs Julie Payne 
Southwell, 
Notts 


I refer to your article on the 
mounting criticism of 
Motability. 

Reports from Spinal Injuries 
Association’s members indicate 
that all is not well. Disabled 
people are finding it 
increasingly difficult to get 
mobile as substantial deposits 
for even the most basic 
vehicles are now required. 

Existing charitable sources 
are inadequate and the result is 
that the Government’s 
intention of enabling disabled 
people to obtain vehicles at an 
achievable cost is in many 
cases being thwarted. 

Existing social security rules 
governing savings set aside for 
wheelchairs and vehicles mean 
that disabled people are often 
caught between a rock and a 
hard place. Their only option 
is a scheme which is often 
unable to meet their needs. 

The news that the Mobility 
Equipment Fund is to receive 
£2 million over three years is 
welcome. However, much 
greater sums are needed if the 
high technology vehicles which 
the Fund set out to offer 
severely disabled people are to 
be within their means. 

Whether via an independent 
review or some other means, 
these are problems which 
urgently need to be addressed. 
Stephen Bradshaw 
Executive director 
Spinal Injuries Association 
London N10 


Sic 
Ri Se ee 


Gremlins at work 
Consternation at the Beyond 
the Decade conference in 
December when the Palantype 
transcription machine, brought 
in for deaf delegates, got it 
wrong - again. Jack Ashley was 
reported as saying that fellow 
peer Lord Rix was “a great 
embarrassment to disabled 
people in the House of 
Lords”. What he actually said 
was that Lord Rix was “a great 
ambassador”. Oh dear. 
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Five pages of fun, 
sun, advice and 
comment to inspire 
you in 1993. 


Here, Alison Walsh 
reports on national 
awards anda 
major exhibition. 


At the World Travel Market, 
Earls Court, London, on 17 
November, the 1992 Holiday 
Care Service (HCS) Awards 
ceremony oozed optimism. 

In all the excitement and 
enthusiasm it was possible to 
forget for a moment the bad 
guys in the travel industry 
who still lag behind, muttering 
about “costs” and the 
difficulties of providing 
“special” services for clients 
with disabilities. 

For a couple of hours we 
were swept along by the good 
guys, and in this second year 
of the HCS Awards they made 
up a sizeable group: six 
Category Winners, 13 Highly 
Commended finalists and two 
Special Award winners.* 

The awards scheme 
encourages us - disabled 
people, the best judges - to 
nominate the good guys. Lin 
Berwick’s Best Journey 
Experience (Category 6), a trip 
to Paris, involved sensible 
advice from Chandlers Travel, 
Upminster, a smooth passage 
through Stansted Airport, and 
VIP treatment from Careflight, 


Holiday Care 
Awards find 


an air ambulance company 
subcontracted to Air UK. 

The emphasis was again on 
personal service in Category 5, 
Most Helpful Individual 
member of staff in tourism. 
Doreen Goodall, proprietor of 
Marton Grange, a five- 
bedroomed Georgian house in 
Marton-Cum-Sewerby, near 
Bridlington, took this award 
for her efforts to make a family 
atmosphere in accommodation 
for guests who require some 
personal care and assistance. 

A misconception that has yet 
to be completely dispelled in 
the travel industry is that 
disabled means mobility- 


Winner Lin Berwick and 
husband Ralph with Judith 
Chalmers, vice-chairman of 


the Holiday Care Service 


21 ‘good guys’ 


impaired, so it was pleasing to 
see HCS awards going to those 
who have recognized other 
disabilities and gone beyond 
the token ramp or grab rail. 

The Plymouth Dome, for 
exmple, winner of the 
Attractions category, offers a 
hands-on experience to all 
visitors, including those in 
wheelchairs or with sensory 
disabilities. There are displays 
to touch, sound effects, audio- 
visual shows, interactive 
computers, videos, cameras, 
and even artificial smells to 
sample, as every stage in the 
history of Plymouth - from 
Elizabethan times, through the 
Blitz, to the present day - is 
brought to life. 

Excellent wheelchair access, 
induction loop systems, two 
wheelchairs for use by visitors, 
and a warm welcome to 
parents with small children or 
babies are backed up by staff 
trained to attend to the needs 
of everyone. 

Highly Commended were 
Leeds Castle in Kent, the 
West Somerset Railway at 
Minehead, and Pensthorpe 
Waterfowl Park and Nature 
Reserve, Fekenham, Norfolk. 

The Accommodation 
categories also included some 
thoughtful provision. 


World Travel Market: getting better 


“DISABLED CLIENTS - we 
must point out that most of 
the holidays in this brochure 
are not suitable for the 
handicapped traveller. If you 
suffer from a serious medical 
condition or disability, we 
recommend that you contact 
one of the specialist tour 
operators in the field of 
holidays for the disabled.” 

This is the advice of Jetsave 
in their USA and Canada 
brochure, which contains a 
selection of touring holidays by 
air, coach, train or self-drive. 

The Jetsave brochure was a 
low point in my visit to the 
World Travel Market. 

My overall impressions were 
of a slight increase in general 
awareness and acceptance of 
disabled tourists as part of the 
mainstream travel scene, a 
definite increase in the number 
of brochures that made some 
mention of facilities for 
disabled people, and a marked 
improvement in knowledge 
among staff on the stands. 

General British Tourist 
Board literature for attractions 
and accommodation showed a 


disturbing lack of information. 
We are three years on from 
publication of the Tourism for 
All report and concerted action 
among the regional tourist 
boards is still a long way off. 
As in the rest of Europe, 
wheelchair symbols are still 
bandied about with no 
indication of the facilities they 
represent. 

The performance of British 
hotel chains is also poor, with 
no information in the 
brochures of Friendly, Jarvis, 
Swallow, Thames Valley, 
Mount Charlotte Thistle or 
Scottish Highland Hotels. 
Even the HCS Special Award 
Winner, Travelodge, a network 
of low-cost hotels with at least 
one ground-floor room 
accessible, makes no mention 
of this in the brochure. 

Wheelchair symbols are now 
used by several international 
chains (eg, Best Western, Flag 
International, Holiday Inns, 
Ramada) and some tourist 
board hotel guides (eg, Swiss, 
German). It was encouraging 
to find a few creeping into the 
smaller publications, such as 


the Swiss Budget: Catalogue of 
alternative accommodation, the 
Corsican Camping, Caravaning, 
Villages de Vacances, the Relais 
du Silence brochure and the 
Best in the Caribbean guide. 

Information gaps were filled 
well on some stands. Northern 
Ireland has its resident expert, 
Philip Wright, (wheelchair 
using owner of Threshold and 
Wright Lines Travel). 

Airports under the control 
of the British Airports 
Authority put on a good show, 
with much improved 
information for disabled 
passengers in the 1993 
passenger information guides. 
Heathrow Travel Care (081- 
745 7495) has produced a 40- 
page guide, Heathrow Airport 
Information: A Commitment to 
People with Special Needs. 

The brochure for Eurostar, 
the rail service linking Britain, 
France and Begium via the 
Channel Tunnel in 1994, had 
no mention of disabled people. 


Alison Walsh 1s editor of Nothing 
Ventured: Disabled People Travel 
the World, Penguin £7.99. 
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Sights - and smells? - of an Elizabethan street confront Mrs 
Janet Essery at the award-winning Plymouth Dome as she is 
shown round by Robbie the Boatman (Patrick Middleton) 


In Self Catering, the 
winning Ghyll Cottages at 
Buckden, North Yorkshire, 
have two new units equipped 
with a colour-balanced interior 
for partially sighted guests and 
a telephone fitted with 


had lots of people in 
wheelchairs, or with walking 
difficulties, and the facilities 
just weren’t suitable.” 

So, after obtaining planning 
permission to build a large 
extension and put in extra 


inductive couplers. 

In Category 2 (under 20 
bedrooms), all nine bedrooms 
in the winning Bryn Meirion 
Guesthouse, Benllech, 
Anglesey, are accessible and 
two have specialist equipment 
including pulleys and an extra 
handbasin near a widow for 
guests who need to dialyse. 

Winners of Category 1 were 
Roger and Julia Percival, 
proprietors of the Pheasant 
Hotel, a typical north Norfolk 
hotel, converted from an old 
house. “It was semi-derelict in 
hotel terms, and all the 
bedrooms were upstairs,” said 
Roger Percival. “During the 
first six months of trading we 


bedrooms on the ground floor, 
Roger and Julia did what made 
them winners, they shifted 
4,500 tons of earth to ramp the 
main entrance; they ensured 
that five of the new bedrooms 
had specially equipped 
bathrooms, bristling with grab 
rails; and, most important, 
they made all 23 ground floor 
rooms accessible, with wide 
doors and en suite bathrooms. 

As Roger said, “We were 
building from new, so why 
not? ... and the difference in 
cost is negligible.” 


*For a full list of all the award 
winners, contact the Holiday 
Care Service, address page 17. 


Winged 
Fellowship 


Provides holidays and respite care for severely physically 

disabled people at five UK centres. Touring and overseas 

trips also arranged. Full care and entertainment provided 
(volunteers also welcome). 


Centres at: 
* Southport * Nottingham * Chigwell * 
* Redhill * Southampton * 


Prices for 1993 from £170. Details from Angel House, 20- 
32 Pentonville Road, London N1 9XD. Tel: 071-833 2594. 


Registered charity no. 295072. 


‘Disability, Now January 1993 


14 HOLIDAYS SPECIAL 


Anne Davies 
reports from Cyprus 


It was a chilly, 
dark, dull 
November 
morning when 
Sarah 
Langton- 
Lockton, chief 
executive of 
the Centre for Accessible 
Environments, and I set off 
on a “working” trip to Cyprus 
to look at facilities for disabled 
visitors. Cyprus Air had my 
details on computer and 
everything was well organised. 
Four and a half hours is a 
long flight, but we were well 
fed and at Larnaca a lift took 
me off the plane. From there, 
it was on to the Amathus 
Beach hotel in Limasoll to a 
welcome and bed. 


Here comes the sun 
Next day, the sun was warm 
and the scenery magnificent as 
we drove to the Troodos 
Mountains, vines growing on 
narrow terraces up the steep 
slopes, rocks and scrub 
bleached by the sun. Winding 
roads lead to the village of 
Lofu. Only 60 people live 
there, but with restoration it is 
hoped the younger ones will 
return. The narrow streets 
were too rough for my chair, 
but I could see everything 
from the car. 

On to the village of 


<¥ 


O 


Paradise is only a f 


Omodus where little old ladies 
dressed in black sit at their 
doors making lace, while old 
men gather at the taverna, 
putting the world to rights. 


After a lunch of real 


moussaka at the Forest Park 
motel, we headed back to 
Limasoll, to look in on the 


people who mainly use a 
wheelchair out of doors. 

The next day we walked 
along the sea front to the old 
harbour where you can buy 
anything from sardines to 
octopus, or go on a boat cruise. 

We returned to our hotel to 
start the inspection. The 


Outdoor life: Sarah Langton-Lockton (left) and Anne Davies 


Aquamarina. This three-star 
hotel, on the front within easy 
reach of cafes, shops and the 
old town, is most suited to 


P ark House, situated in beautiful 
surroundings on the Sandringham Royal 
Estate, provides firstclass holiday 
accomodation throughout the year. 


Alldegrees of physical disability are catered 
for and 24hour care is available atno 
additional cost. Relatives, carers and 
companions are also welcome. 


We provide extensive leisure facilities and 
offer substantial price reductions for the 
winter months. 


Write or phone for brochure and tariff to: 
General Manager, Park House, Sanaringham, 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk PE35 6EH 
Telephone: Dersingham (0485) 543000 


The Country House Hotel 


W 


For People With Disabilities 


Amathus Beach has five stars, 
ideal if you need peace and 
pampering. There are beautiful 
gardens, with ramps to the sea 
and jetty. The bedrooms are 
large, but you can’t do a lateral 
transfer in the bathrooms 
(many wheelchair users stay 
here, though). 


Government action 
On Monday, we went to see 
Phrebe Katsouri, chief tourist 
officer and planner, and 
Patroglos Apostolides, head of 
technical services, Cyprus 
Tourism Organisation (CTO). 

Sarah Langton-Lockton 
says: “In Cyprus, the law 
requires government buildings 
to be accessible. Legislation has 
been prepared to require hotels 
and other privately owned 
buildings to follow suit. The 
CTO is the enforcement 
agency for hotel building, and 
Mr Apostolides is keen for the 
right provision to be made. 

“We discussed the problem 
of hotels claiming to have 
facilities for disabled guests 
which, on inspection, may 
prove to be inadequate. He 
said he would ensure that all 
such hotels were checked by 
CTO inspectors. We left them 
a number of design guides 
produced by the Centre for 
Accessible Environments and 
will keep in touch.” 

We had a very interesting 
meeting with Mr Christakis 


Antoniou, chairman, and Mr 
Andros Procopiou, vice- 
chairman of the Cyprus 
Paraplegic Organisation. They 
provide good, sound 
information for disabled 
people, and we found out that 
a disabled person runs a hire- 
car firm and it may be possible 
to hire automatic cars, perhaps 
even an adapted car if enough 
notice is given. 

The next day we set off for 
Paphos, driving through a 
tunnel of cyprus trees, backed 
by citrus plantations on either 
side. Lemons, grapefruit and 
tangerines - what a sight! A 
quick stop at Kurium to see 
the theatre and house dating 
from the third century BC. It’s 
not possible to go down in a 
wheelchair, but I could see a 
lot from the car. 

On along winding roads and 
breathtaking scenery to the 
birthplace of Aphrodite and to 
the village of Yeroskipou, with 
its fascinating folk museum in 
an old house, surrounded by a 
garden with an olive press and 
orange and pomegranate trees. 


Sumptuous smells 

It was hot and dusty with the 
smell of jasmine and rosemary 
in the air. We climbed up the 
hill to the three-star Paphiana 
hotel, perched on the top with 
magnificent views. Since I 
stayed here ten years ago, there 
have been some improvements 
and there are more to come. 
Rooms 301-306 are best for 
wheelchair users. No lateral 
transfer, but people regularly 
return. 

On to the three-star Kissoss 
hotel. Set in a quiet position, 
300m from the sea, it has four 
rooms considered suitable for 
wheelchair users, and a very 
friendly atmosphere. 

After the Kissoss, we 
travelled on to our hotel, the 
new, five-star Paphos Amathus 
Beach, for a late lunch of 
traditional Greek salads and 
fresh figs. The architect has 
designed a classically inspired 
building which alludes to 
Cyprus’s Roman past. It is 
company policy to ensure 
guests are welcome and 
comfortable, and they achieve 
it. Bathrooms in rooms 5316 
and 5318 have space for lateral 
transfer and each room has an 
accessible private patio. 

Over breakfast the next day, 
I could see the old Roman fort 
gleaming in the sunlight across 
the bay. Sarah pushed me 
along the seafront to the four- 
star Paphos Beach hotel. The 


Shetland sunset: “Perhaps it’s j : 
| 


George Kelly sails away | 
to the Shetland Isles 


Since having a stroke § 
in 1988 at the age of 
40, I have made 
several trips to the 
remoter regions of 
the British Isles. My 
latest journey was to 
the Shetland Isles. 

Shetland is as far north as you car 
go within the British Isles. Lerwick, 
the capital, is 225 miles west of 
Bergen, Norway, and 211 miles 
north of Aberdeen. (Little wonder 
that some Shetlanders feel that the 
Norwegian weather forecast is more 
relevant to their needs than the one 
from Scotland.) 

There are about 100 islands 
altogether, of which 15 are 
inhabited. The four principal islands 
are Shetland mainland, Yell, Unst 
and Fetlar. 

From Aberdeen, it’s a 14 hour 
overnight journey by ferry. Most 
people reserve a bunk for this trip. 
There are suitably adapted cabins 
available for people who use 
wheelchairs. There is a bar, 


paths are smooth but there are few 
dropped kerbs - the average drop 
being nine to ten inches! Many 
wheelchair users have stayed at the 
Paphos Beach and the management 
go out of their way to help. The 
hotel is situated on the beach with 
flat pavements all along the seafront 
to the old harbour. 


CYPRUS FACTFILE 
For more information, contact tour operators. Thomson Holiday 
Shop: 081-200 8733, 061-236 3828, 021-632 6282, or see your local 
travel agent. As a guide, seven nights bed and breakfast in 
November at the three-star Kissos, cost from £233 to £272 (price 
includes flight). Half board was an extra £4.90 per person per 
night. For information about facilities for disabled visitors, contact 
Andros Procopiou, the Cyprus Paraplegic Organisation, PO Box 
4094, Nicosia, Cyprus, tel: 010 357 2462441. 
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‘to enjoy the peace and quiet” 


aurant and video room on the 

t, and the disabled loos are 
aaculately clean. Even when seas 
rough, the ferry journey is 
onably smooth, thanks to the 

’s stabilisers. The crew will 
ingly help you on and off board 
1 your luggage. 

Aoving about the ferry isn’t 

icult, although the long flights of 
rs between decks were hard for 
and impossible while wearing a 
vy rucksack. But there is a 
selchair accessible lift which you 
use to transfer between decks. 
iks in the cabins are usually in 

s of two in multi-occupancy 
ommodation. If, like me, you find 
yer bunks an impossibility, you 
uld specify this when you book. 


ly 23,000 residents 

ere are only 23,000 permanent 
idents scattered over the Shetland 
s, and the council has tried to 
ate a Scandinavian-style welfare 
te, with particular assistance for 
erly and disabled people, such as 
Itered housing (oil revenues are 
ughed back into the community 
make this possible). 

North sea oil and natural gas come 
m platforms at sea 150 miles or 


SHETLAND ISLANDS TOURISM 


more east of Lerwick, and long 
pipelines bring the raw 
materials for purification at the 
main refinery at Sullom Voe 
on the Shetland mainland. 
Helicopters are frequently seen 
taking relief crews to the oil 
rigs or returning tired crews to 
the mainland for a rest. 


SHETLAND FACTFILE 
Trains to Aberdeen from 
London (January 1993 
prices) cost £72 return 
(£47.50 with a disabled 
person’s railcard). Ferry 
from Aberdeen to the Isles 
starts at £62.50 single in 
summer. Contact P&O 
Scottish Ferries, tel: 
(0224) 589111. For 
accommodation, contact 
the Shetland Tourist 
Board, tel: (0595) 3434. 
Mr Kelly bed and 
breakfasted at £12-£14 a 
night. Coach trip bookings 
can be made with J Leask 
and Son in Lerwick, tel: 
(0595) 3162. Prices vary, 
but the North Isles tour, 
for example, cost £11. 


There’s good fishing for 
freshwater and seawater fish in 
lochs and inlets (voes), and 
even better birdwatching for an 
enormous range of seabirds and 
others, including puffins. 
There are several important 
bird reserves. One of these, on 
the cliffs of the island of Noss, 
near Lerwick, can be visited 
and viewed from the boat 
during an afternoon’s sea 
excursion, an especially suitable 
trip if you find walking 
difficult. You can get some fine 
photographs, so don’t forget 
your telephoto lens. 

Otters, seals and (what 
looked like) porpoises can be 
sighted, if you are lucky. 
Shetland ponies by the 
roadside are another frequent 
sight. 


Weather report 

The long winter is not 
particularly cold, but it is rainy 
and windy. The summer 
months can sometimes be 
surprisingly hot. When I was 
there in June, the temperature 
was over 70 degrees fahrenheit 
one day. Always remember to 
pack a jersey and a light 
raincoat as well as lighter 
clothing, for the weather can 
change dramatically in either 
direction. 

The winters are very dark - 
in midwinter it’s only light 
from 10am to 3pm. 
Conversely, at midsummer the 
night consists only of a brief 
period of twilight at midnight. 
So it’s really possible to have a 
round of golf during the night! 

Besides Christmas, the long 
dark winter is interrupted by 
the uniquely Shetland festival 
of Up Helly Aa, which takes 
place in January. The climax of 
this festival, which lasts well 
into the night, is the burning of 
a Norse-style galley. This is 
preceded by a procession of 
several hundred men bearing 
blazing torches. The festival 
dates back to Viking times and 
the spectacular events celebrate 
the triumph of the sun over the 
dark winter. Tourists flood into 
Lerwick at this time (including 
expatriate Shetlanders from all 
over the world). 


Next stop was the four-star 

ypria Maris hotel. The Cypria has 
arm and character, and is set in 
vely, accessible gardens 20 minutes 
ilk from the harbour. Six rooms 

e designed for wheelchair users, 
th possible lateral transfer. We 

w several people in wheelchairs 

d one couple said it was the best 
tel they had stayed in. (You can 
30 paraglide off the jetty, which at 
ast one disabled visitor had tried 
id returned safely!) 

Cyprus is such a beautiful island 
id its people full of warmth, 
elcome and friendliness. This we 
all always remember. 


hanks to CTO and Cyprus Air 
r arranging the trip. 


BARRINGTON 


FARM 


Do what you like 


Holidays on the Norfolk coast where people with learning 


difficulties will enjoy leisure, respect and work. Our carefully 
designed cottages offer independent living on a working 
farm. Facilities include pottery, weaving, painting aerobics, 
farm work and living skills. All under expert 24hr supervision. 
Open all year round. 


GET THE BEST OUT OF YOURSELF 


Contact The Secretary 
Barrington Farm Walcott 
Norfolk NR12 OPF. Tel: (0692) 650707 


The accommodation bureau 
in Lerwick can organise bed 
and breakfast in ground floor 
rooms with en suite 
bathrooms. Again, it’s 
important to specify what you 
need when you book, which 
should be at least a month 
ahead of your intended stay. 

From Lerwick, you can go 
on coach trips to other 
interesting parts of the 
Shetland mainland, and to 
some of the more northerly 
islands. Bookings can be made 


.. Or a wee trip up North 


with J.Leask & Son in Lerwick 
(see Shetland Factfile for 
details). You don’t need to get 
on and off much during many 
of their trips. 


Something for everyone 

A holiday in the Shetlands will 
have a lot to interest the 
birdwatcher, angler and the 
budding archeologist. Perhaps 
it’s just enough to enjoy the 
peace and quiet, and relish a 
delightfully unpolluted part of 
the British Isles. 


Shetland ponies by the roadside are a common sight 
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CORNWALL 
Bed and breakfast. Newly converted annex 
containing 1 twin-bedded room with en suite 
bathroom. Completely wheelchair friendly. 
Breakfast can be taken in own room or in 
level access. 


cottage adjacent to annex - 
Accommodation for carers/family in cottage. 
For booking contact Mrs Anne Lemon, Highway 
Cottage, Greenbottom, Truro, Cornwall, TR4 
8QN. Tel: (0872) 560455. 


Coastal Sailing. 


ADVENTURE ON THE HIGH SEAS 


STS LORD NELSON 


* Weekend, week and 10 day voyages - starting from £200 


* Special onboard facilities enable everyone to Share the 
Challenge of Tall Ship Sailing! 

* No sailing experience necessary 

* 1993 Highlights include Channel Islands Cruising, 


Brittany Voyages, Irish Coast, Inner Hebrides, Western 
Isles, Gathering of Tall Ships at Esbjerg and French 


If you are aged between 16 and 70, and would like to join a 
mixed crew of physically disabled and able-bodied people, 
why not “sign on ” now for the adventure sailing holiday of a 
lifetime! Early booking recommended! 


For further details please contact: The Voyage Department, 
Jubilee Sailing Trust Limited, Test Road, Eastern Docks, 
Southampton, SO1 1GG or telephone 0703 631395. 


SPACIOUS CARAVAN owned by the Felixstowe 
Society for the Handicapped (affiliated to the 
Spastics Society) on site 400 yards from 
Felixstowe sea front and promenade. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair users. Maximum 
capacity 5 adults with 1 child. Prices are £100 
per week in July and August and £90 per week 
for the rest of the season. For details please 
contact Mrs K Stewart, 11 Ash Ground Close, 
Trimley St Martin, Ipswich, IP10 OYA. Tel: 
(0394) 670327. 


TALL SHIP 
SAILING 
1992/1993 


Experience the 
thrill of helping to 
crew a 
magnificent Tall 
Ship around the 
British Isles or 
Canary Isles in 
1992/1993. 
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It’s cold and it’s wet outside, 
so what better time to snuggle 
up with your copy of DN and 
start planning a holiday? 

If you are worried about 
waking up in time to catch 
that early morning flight or 
train, try the Slimline Talking 
Clock from the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind. It is 
small enough to fit into your 
pocket. The clock has a con- 
ventional digital display, speaks 
the current time and has an 
alarm. £14.95. Tel: (0345) 
023153 (calls charged at local 
rate). 

Where do you keep your 
sunglasses, Spanish phrase 
book and picnic during a long 
day’s sightseeing? The 
Wheelchair Bag from Ways 
and Means could help. It fits 
over the handles of a 
wheelchair and is made from 
showerproof nylon. £19.85. 


MAR Y SOL, Los Cristianos, Tenerife. 
Wheelchair accessible apartments and 
studios to rent or buy in luxury complex. 
Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 
health treatments. Video available. 
Cheap flights. Sue Abbott, 123 


Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, Staines, 
Middx TW1i9 5NX, tel: (0753) 685718. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 
brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
telephone (0892) 525133. 


Holiday facilities database is 2 new small 
computerised service which stores details of 
hotels in Dorset and Somerset. For £1.50, this 
new service has been specially designed to 
help you the disabled person find the right 
hotel. Please send only a SAE to HFD, Hill 
Dairy, Piddiehinton, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 
7TG or telephone (0831) 240780. 


Kings Sailing for the disabled. Sailing cruises for 
disabled and/or able bodied people. With only 
four guests to care for the skipper and crew can 
provide that most essential personal touch. Sit 
back and enjoy or become totally involved, the 
choice is yours. Most competitively priced. 
Details: Tom or Anne King 0305 821961. Or write 
to 55 Shepherds Croft, Portland, Dorset DTS 1DJ. 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA. HOLIDAY OF A 
LIFETIME! FOR THE INDEPENDENT 
DISABLED TRAVELLER. Large Luxury 
Adapted Bungalow Overlooking Golf Course 
(including free membership). 3 Double 
Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms. Sleeps 6. Cable 
TV. Telephone. 10 minutes Airport. 20 
minutes Disney etc. DON’T MISS IT! 
Contact paraplegic owner, Sue Fisher, 061 
792 3029, 5 Park Lane, Broughton Park, 
Salford M7 OLB. Now booking for 1994. 


VS Travel Club, 2 Albert Cottages, 
Eastwick Road, Great Bookham, Surrey 
KT23 4BA. A travel agent for disabled 
people. Free holiday advice and your 
holiday and flight booked. Please ring 
Mrs Savory on (0372) 456885 for more 
details. £25 life membership. Monthly 
newsletter. 


Somerset, Willow Bams. Peaceful canalside farm. 
Lipury s/c bam conversion. Winter/summer. Short 
breaks /holidays. Good local wild life, walks, pubs 
and fishing. Welcoming hosts. Batricars available, 
wheelchairs welcome. Mrs Day Newcotts Farm, 
North Newton, Bridgwater, Somerset TA7 ODQ. 
Tel: (0278) 662783/663051. 
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Tel: 0248 853118 


Family rum guest house, situated on a 
superbD coastal site with panoramic views. 
Has been adapted along with the land- 
scaped gardens to cater for wheelchair 
user. TV lounge, dining room and en-suite 
bedrooms on the ground floor. Two new 
additional specialised units with electric 
beds and hoists. Special diets catered for. 
Various aids available on request. Open all 
year. Ample car parking. 

There is always a warm welcome at Bryn Meirion 
Winner of Wales Tourist Board Best Small 
Tourism Business Award 1992 and the 1992 
Holiday Care Service Award. 


Shropshire Luxury Country House 


Hotel. Disabled Ground Floor Suite. 
Every facility. Leisure Breaks 
available. Close lronbridge Gorge. 
Telephone 07464 497 


Tel: (0602) 360319. 

Why not try a cycling holi- 
day this year? If you fancy the 
idea but are worried that 


somebody in your family will 
not be able to keep up, you 
could try the Victorian Tan- 
dem from PJ Taylor 
Cyclemaker (see picture above). 
The front position can be fit- 
ted with a bucket seat and lap 
strap. The front passenger can 


A beautiful Welsh stone cottage nestled in 
@ quiet valley on the River Granell. Close to 
mountains, hills and Cardigan Bay. Fully 
equipped for the disabled visitor. To sleep 
5 persons. Bed linen and towels supplied. 
For colour brochure phone Richard and 
Linda Burgess on (0570) 470275. 
*INDOOR HEATED SWIMMING POOL 
AND GAMES ROOM NOW OPEN+ 
Weekend/midweek breaks now available. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 
Charming cottage in Dordogne region 
available for rent. Reasonable rates. If you 
are looking for peace and quiet, warm 
weather, good food and wine, this is the 

place for you. 
For more information ring 081-459 1324 evenings. 


NORTHUMBERLAND (NEAR ROTHBURY) 
Two bedroomed stone built cottage. 
Accommodation entirely on ground floor level. 
Space for wheelchair users to manoeuvre. Ideal 
touring centre for National Park and Heritage 
Coast. For details, brochure/tariff, telephone 
Derek or Norma Sadler. 0665-570259. 


Tel: (0766) 87397. Small groups catered for. 
Awarded WTB assisted wheelchair access. 


On the Isle of Anglesey in unspoilt 
countryside just minutes from 
beautiful beaches. 2 delightful fully 
accessible 3 bedroomed bungalows. 
Each accommodating 6 people in 
luxury and equipped with every 
convenience from a microwave to an 
accessible shower room. With many 
facilities on and around the island 
this is the ideal holiday location. 
Ring or write for details Hen Ysgol, 
Rhofcolyn, Anglesey LL65 2RQ, 
tel: (0407) 741593. 


BROAD HAVEN 
PEMBROKESHIRE 


Prince of Wales Award winni 
c & beachside 


ottages s 
Designed with the disabled in mind, a 
eS 


ost back arid reek 


GLEBE FARM HOLIDAYS 
SELF CATERING COTTAGES FOR 
THE DISABLED 
Glebe Farm, Charles Brayford 
Nr. Bamstaple, North Devon EX32 7PT 
Telephone: 0598 710241 
Open all year. Wheelchair accessible. 
Equipment available. 

Tourist Board 4 keys and commended. 
Please contact: Valerie Boddington 


oe 
0437-781507 
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help with the pedalling, or the 
bike can be fitted with fixed 
foot rests. From £449. Tel: 
(0527) 545262. 


People with back problems 
or sciatica who are worried 
about sleeping in strange beds 
could try the Portable Bed- 
board from Ways and Means. 
It is lightweight and foldable, 
yet strong enough to support 
your weight. For use on a sin- 


BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C Hodgson. Tel: (0924) 454300. 


Dorset Coast s/c barn conversion 
on Purbeck Farm. Wheelchair access 
and facilities for disabled people. 
Adjoining tea-rooms and craft centre 
(also wheelchair accessible). 
Tel: 0929 439210. 


Somerset/Dorset borders 
Beautifully designed and equipped 
self catering barn conversion in 
peaceful country setting. Sleeps four. 
H.C.S category 2. Pets welcome. 
0749 812284 for full details. 


WEST DORSET 
LUXURY BARN CONVERSION. 
Designed for disabled people. 
Sleeps 5/6. All bedrooms en-suite. 
Blissfully peaceful. 

Warm winter breaks available. 
Telephone 0308 68270. 
Resident owner Mrs Spooncer. 
English Tourist Board 3 Keys 
Commended. Non-smoker please. 


YORKSHIRE DALES 
Self-catering cottage adapted for 
wheelchair visitors. Newly converted 
barn on high moorland, between Pateley 
Bridge and Grassington. Beautiful views. 
Sleeps up to 5. Comfortable, well- 
equipped. Children, dogs welcome. 

Phone: (0423) 711747. 


St. Leonards, Sussex. 7 berth 
caravan adapted for disabled 
people on Haven Site. For 
colour brochure. Tel: Shepway 
MS (0303) 242009. 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal 
park in North Wales. Fully wheelchair 
accessible with all services for disabled, 
2 miles from the beach and with 
spectacular views. 0407 711433. 


PUERTO POLLENSA, MAJORCA 
Self-catering apartments with the emphasis 
on accessibility. Studio, 1 bedroom & 2 
bedroom apartments all wheelchair 
accessible. Flights, transfers & insurance 
can all be arranged. For coloured brochure 
contact: Freewheel Holidays, 21 Drumbrae 
Park, Edinburgh EH12 87F. Tel: 031 317 
7209. Fax 031 339 6255. 


gle bed or half a double bed. 
£35.99. Tel: (0602) 360319. 


If you are planning a holi- 


day in this country, you’ll have 


to be prepared for rain. The 
All-in-One Universal 
Wheelchair Cover from Super- 
cover is a lightweight pve 
cover that fits most manual 
wheelchairs. £49.95. Tel: 
(0204) 861007. 

The Stowaway Wheelchair 
from Keep Able might be a 
good investment if you travel a 
lot. It folds down without hav- 
ing to remove any parts and 


The Instal-loo was invented by 
Charlie Brotman when, as a 
guest at a boat party, he dis- 
covered there were no loo 
facilities on board and experi- 
enced “embarrassment, pain, 
distress and just plain suffer- 
ing”. He realised that the 
device could be used every- 
where - camping, fishing, on 
the beach, picnics and so on. 
For people with disabilities it 
is especially convenient. 

The Instal-loo is easily 
portable, weighing only eight 
pounds, and folds to a 
briefcase size, just four inches 
thick, with a carrying handle. 

Instead of cleaning, you 
dispose of the contents in the 


HOLIDAYS IN NORTH YORKSHIRE 

Two self-catering caravans, fully adapted for 

disabled people in the Bridlington area. Two 
holiday guest rooms at Harrogate - double 

ensuite and single, fully adapted for disabled 

people, available for holiday/respite care at 
St. George’s House - a residential/nursing 
home run by the Yorkshire Association for 
the Disabled. For further details apply St. 

George's House, 7-9 Harlow Oval, Harrogate. 

Tel: 0423 504360. 


BREAK 


24 years of holiday 

and respite care for 

all with special 

needs, children, 

adults: individuals or 

groups. Experienced 

Staff, full care, attractive programme. 

For further details phone 0263 823170. 
REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 286650. 


YOUNG DISABLED ON HOLIDAY 
(reg. charity no. 200644) 

Y.D.H. organises holidays in the UK and 
abroad for young physically disabled people. 
* Are you 18-35? 

* Fancy a holiday with a difference? 

* |nterested? 

For more information please contact: Alison 
Walker, 4 Park Grove, Neuk, Edinburgh. 


HERNE BAY - KENT. Mobile Homes 
purpose built for people with 
disabilities in tranquil setting. 
Close all facilities. Open all year. 
Fully equipped, tv, heated. Rates 
£60 to £140 per week. Full details 
from Dept. MC, Strode Park 
Foundation, Herne, Kent CT6 7NE. 
Tel: 0227 373292. 


CANAL BOAT AND HOLIDAY CENTRE near 
ELLESMERE, SHROPSHIRE available to 
people of all disabilities. Facilities include 
8 berth canal-boat with ramps, hydraulic 
lift and steering. Also cottages sleeping 
up to 16 people and laundry/recreation 
room. Self catering. Weekly charge per 
group £400 - £800. Tel: 0743 252728 or 
write to The Lyneal Trust, The Shirehall, 
Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6ND. 
(Reg. Charity No. 516224). 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 46 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and 
heated - linen provided. Peaceful 
country setting for touring Exmoor, 
Dartmoor and Devon Coast. Brochure 
from South Coombe Farm, Witheridge, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 
860302. 


Don’t leave home without it 


can be carried in even a small 
car. Available as a self-pro- 
pelling model or one designed 
to be pushed. Self-propelling 
£396, pushed version £319 
(both prices ex VAT). Tel: 
(0933) 679426. 

Finally, what better after a 
hard day’s sightseeing than to 
relax with a nice game of 
cards? TFH has a set of play- 
ing cards which are standard 
size, but in very large, easy-to- 
read type. £2.90. Tel: (0299) 
827820. 


Catherine Frame © 


The truly portable toilet 


replaceable, heavy-duty inner 
liner as you would household 
rubbish and disposable nappies. 

Polymer crystals are packed 
in sachets that dissolve on 
contact with liquid. The result 
is no spills, no cleaning and no 
messy fluids. The strong, 
waxed cardboard structure 
supports more than 300 
pounds. 

Instal-loo has a refund 
guarantee if you are not 
satisfied. Rush out and buy one! 


Isobel Ward-Glentworth 


£39.95 from Instal-loo, Unit 3, 
Scotland Road Estate, Dry 
Drayton, Cambridge CB3 SAT, 
tel: (0954) 211955. 


THE PINES, BISHOP’S CASTLE is a 
large house set in the Border hill country 
of South Shropshire and is an ideal 
holiday base. The house has been fully 
adapted for use by disabled people, in 
groups of up to 24, and the facilities 
include large lounge/dining room, 
bathroom and shower rooms, large play 
area and single or twin bedded rooms, 
subject to availability. Self catering. 
Nightly charge £6.25 per person. Please 
contact Mrs Jones, The Pines, Bishop’s 
Castle, Shropshire SY9 5JY. Tel: 0588 
638234 (Reg. Charity No 511531). 


ROSS-ON-WYE, MERTON HOUSE HOTEL. 
Adapted and catering exclusively for 
disabled people and elderly frail people 
their families and friends. Offering full 
board, fresh home style cooking, residential 
licence, friendly service, FCH, all rooms twin 
or single with en-suite facilities. Superb sun 
lounge with panoramic views. Open all year. 
Individual or party bookings accepted. 
Reduced rates for early or late season 
bookings. Write or phone Edde Cross Street, 
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7BZ. 
Tel: (0989) 63252. 


SUNNY TENERIFE 


Fully Accessible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments 
Brochure: Lynne James Ltd, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 1JW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


Penzance, Cornwall. Modern self- 
contained 2 bedroom ground floor fiat. 
Ideal for a person in a wheelchair. With 
suitable shower and toilet level. Situation 
close to all amenities. Full central 
heating. Linen all year round. Please ring 
(0736) 330406 for brochure. 


NAISH ESTATE, New Milton, 
Hampshire. Fully equipped, 
completely wheelchair accessible, 
two-bedroom bungalow. Sleeps six. 
Site near sea with access to New 
Forest, Bournemouth. Excellent site 
facilities 100 yards from chalet. 
Details, Mr P Cash, tel: (0425) 
72055. 


LOOE, CORNWALL. Fully equipped, 
self-catering, two-bedroom bungalow. 
Sleeps six. Site near sea with easy 
access to beach, shop and camp 
facilities. Easily accessible for 
wheelchairs. Details, Mr P Cash, tel: 
(0425) 72055. 
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The Holiday Care Service 
‘offers free advice and 
information to disabled and 
‘elderly people, lone parents, 
‘carers and “people under 


thas fact sheets on everything 
)from special holidays in the 


catering ones abroad available. 
‘Holiday Care Service, 2 Old 
Bank Chambers, Station Road, 


'(0293) 774535. 


BBC Holiday Show Live is 
at Olympia, London, from 26- 


}RADAR (The Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation) publishes 

} information sheets and books, 
including Holidays in the 
British Isles 1993, £5, Holidays 


and Historic Buildings of 
England, £3. RADAR, 25 

| Mortimer Street, London 
WIN 8AB, tel: 071-637 5400. 


Going to Tenerife or 

| Benidorm? The January issue 
tof Holiday Which? checks out 
30 hotels in these popular 
}resorts with the help of an 
expert and two wheelchair 

j users. The report also reveals 
how helpful five major tour 

} operators were to a telephone 
enquiry asking for wheelchair- 
) accessible hotels, and what 50 
| disabled people said about 

) their holidays. Contact the 

' Consumers’ Association, 


| Freepost, Hertford SG14 1YB. 


| Tripscope is a free transport 

} information and advice service 

| for disabled and elderly 
people. It is not a travel agent, 
but it can help with journey 
planning and transport 

| information at home and 

} abroad. Tripscope, 63 Esmond 

Road, London W4 JJE, tel: 
081-994 9294. 


THE BRITISH DISABLED WATER SKI 
) | ASSOCIATION TEACH PEOPLE WITH A 
DISABILITY TO WATER SKI. AMPUTEES, 


DEAF, VISUALLY IMPAIRED, PARA 
PLEGICS, ETC. FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
TEL: (0784) 483664. 


MILL VIEW, situated on the Lizard 
Peninsula, offers holidays to people of 
all ages with all disabilities. Small and 
homely, we can provide 24 hour care. 
Organised days out and pick-up ser- 
vice. Prices from £120 per week. 
Rosemarie Bennett, tel: (0326) 
290467. 


HOTEL CIMON 
Calling all organisers 
TORQUAY COACH HOLIDAYS 
From £138.00 (incl) 

7 days/6 nights B.B.E.M. 


Price includes coach from 
destination and return. One full 
day and two half day excursions 
plus sing-along, bingo, karoake 
night, and fancy dress party 
night. Full itinerary organised for 
the duration of your stay. Also 
optional trips to theatre, model 
village and boat trip etc. 

For further details, Mrs Knott, 
Torquay (0803) 294454. 


severe financial pressure”. Also 


| UK for disabled people to self- 


‘Horley, Surrey RH6 9HV, tel: 


31 January. Tel: 071-373 8141. 


| and Travel Abroad 1993, £3.50, 


Pat Robins explores 


Egypt’s wonders 


When my family decided to go 
to Egypt on holiday, I made 
enquiries to find out how a 
disabled person would be 
catered for (I am blind, 
severely deaf and have a 
mobility problem although I do 
not use a wheelchair). 

Various travel firms said I 
would have difficulty walking 
around as the ground was very 
rough. Also, I would not be 
allowed to touch the ancient 
paintings and buildings, and 
most of the items in the 
museums were either under 
glass or roped off. 

But what a marvellous 
holiday it turned out to be. 

We went on a package tour 
which visited most of the 
places of interest in Cairo and 
Luxor. We also visited Aswan, 
Abu Simbel and had three days 
cruising down the Nile, 
stopping to visit ancient 
temples. No extra time was 
allowed for me to explore at a 
slower pace than those who 
could see, so I was exhausted 
each evening. The ground was 
indeed rough, and I was 
thankful for my training shoes 
and my husband’s strong arm. 

Ancient Egypt has so many 
wonders to be explored. I had 
read about the places we were 
visiting beforehand, so in spite 
of not being able to hear the 
guide I had a rough idea what 
was going on. My husband 
filled in other details for me. 


Tombs and temples 

I am told the tombs in the 
Valley of the Kings and 
Queens are marvellously 
painted. I got a very good idea 
what the tombs are like and 
how they were made. Access 
would have been difficult for 
wheelchair users. 

In the temples, I could touch 
the walls, statues and pillars to 
feel the carvings and get some 
idea of the grand scale. Some 
statues are so big it is difficult 
to imagine their full size when 
you can’t see. 

The pyramids were another 
great experience. You had to 
walk some distances bent 
double because the passages are 
so low. We were shown how 
the papyrus scrolls were made, 
and I tried out some of the 
different processes involved. 

In the museums there were 
some things that could be 
touched, but I had to rely 
largely on my husband’s 
descriptions. I got plenty of 
hands-on experience in the 
carpet making factories, 
though. The silk carpets felt 
like pure luxury. 

In hot and dusty Cairo we 
toured old churches and 
mosques. In the bazaars, people 
constantly tried to push things 
into your hands, which I found 


Land of the Pharoahs 


almost fell off backwards as it 
lumbered to its feet! 

Cruising down the Nile was 
pleasant; the cabins small but 
comfortable and the food good. 
But you really needed to be 


rather disconcerting. The 

bazaars tended to sell the same 

type of goods, like rugs and 

statues of Egyptian gods (we 

were warned to bargain hard). 
A camel ride around the 


get on and off, and there were 
lots of stairs and narrow 
passages with no lifts. 

We went by motor boat to 
visit Kitchener Island, full of 
exotic trees, shrubs and plants. 
I felt the different types of 
fruit, leaves and flowers. 

As for food, some things we 
liked (a chickpea dish which 
looked like porridge but tasted 
good), others we did not (raw 
turnip salad). 


Warnings aside 

In spite of the warnings, I did 
not find Egypt any more of a 
problem than visiting many 
other places. Wheelchair access 
would be difficult at many sites 
though, and we did not come 
across any special facilities for 
disabled people anywhere. It 
would be very difficult for a 
visually impaired person to get 
about without someone to hang 
on to, but with a good guide 
there is certainly enough to be 
gained to make a visit 
worthwhile. 


EGYPT FACTFILE 
Pat Robins and her family 
went with Hayes and 
Jarvis. Prices vary widely. 
As a rough guide, ten days 


Pat Robins at the pyramids: another great experience 
on the Nile Discovery 
Sheraton Cruise holiday 
(from I December to 30 
April) costs £1,049. Tel: 
081-748 5050. 


able to see what was on the 
banks as we passed by, to get 
the full benefit of the cruise. 
The cruisers would be very 
difficult for wheelchair users to 


CHALFONT LINE HOLIDAYS 


1993/94 HOLIDAY BROCHURE NOW OUT 


HOLIDAYS TO: EURODISNEY : SWITZERLAND : PARIS : ORLANDO 
FLORIDA : HOLLAND (DUTCH BULB FIELDS) : 
SEYCHELLES : DEVON : IRELAND : CANADIAN 
ROCKIES : ISRAEL : ELVIS PRESLEY’S GRACELANDS 
MEMPHIS TENNESSEE : NASHVILLE AND NEW 
ORLEANS : PLUS MANY MORE!!!!! 

CHALFONT LINE HOLIDAYS OFFER FIRST CLASS QUALITY HOLIDAYS TO OUR 
DISABLED CLIENTS THAT HAVE BEEN CHECKED BY US, TO ENSURE OUR 
COMMITMENT TO QUALITY. 
CHALFONT LINE HOLIDAYS HAVE STOOD THE TEST OF TIME. 13 YEARS OF 
HOLIDAYS, MANY COMPANIES HAVE COME AND HAVE GONE, WE ARE STILL HERE. 


WE ARE A FULLY A.B.T.A. BONDED COMPANY, BOOK WITH US AND BE SURE OF 
OUR FINANCIAL STABILITY, AND OUR COMMITMENT OF SERVICE TO OUR 
CUSTOMERS. 


THIS YEAR WE ARE OFFERING NEW INDIVIDUAL HOLIDAYS AS WELL AS OUR 
GROUP HOLIDAYS WITH OUR 3 CARE SYSTEMS. 


CALL US ON 081-997 3799. 


pyramids was another 
unforgettable experience. I 
wondered about the wisdom of 
this when first I nearly shot 
over the camel’s head, then 


Please send me a copy of the new 1993 Chalfont Line Brochure 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
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POST TO: THE CHALFONT LINE, 4 MEDWAY PARADE, PERIVALE, MIDDX UB6 8HA 
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Cerebral Palsy: A 


Practical Guide 

by Marion Stanton 

(Optima, 165 Great Dover 
Street, London SEIl 4YA, tel: 
071-334 4800. £6.99) 


When my son Graham was 
diagnosed six years ago as 
having spastic quadriplegia, this 
is the book I was crying out for. 

Marion Stanton is also the 
mother of a young child with 
cerebral palsy and writes as a 
parent for parents. On our 
behalf she has braved the world 
of the “professionals” and their 
text books, and translated the 
jargon into language the 
average person can understand. 

As the title suggests, this is 
an “everything you need to 
know” book, offering bags of 
information and practical advice 
on all aspects of cp. 

In the introduction there are 
definitions of many of the 
medical terms associated with 
cp and a discussion of the 
possible causes. There are 
descriptions of the various 
therapies, including Bobath, 
Peto, Doman-Delacato, 
Kerland, and a discussion of 
the possible benefits of 
alternative and complementary 
medical treatments, including 
acupuncture, homeopathy, 
cranial osteopathy and 
aromatherapy. 


The book also has valuable 


The War Child’s 
Christmas 
by A. D. Whittenbury 


Can you hear the sound of 
sheep 

Rustlirg in the hay, 

Restless oxen chewing straw, 
A dusty donkey bray? 
They’re waiting for the day. 


This boy can hear the sound 
of tanks 

Roaring through the night, 
Whining missiles, the blast of 
guns, 

Aeroplanes in flight. 

He’s waiting for the light. 


Can you see the brilliant angels 
Gathering overhead? 

They hover like a shining cloud, 
Their golden wings outspread 
And guard the cattle shed. 


All he can see is debris and 
dust, 

The work of fallen bombs; 
Injured children on the streets 
From devastated homes. 

He hopes someone soon comes. 


Can you feel the velvet nose, 
The soft, warm, woolly fleece? 
Smell the fragrance of the hay 
And sense the stable’s peace? 
Here, darkness soon will cease. 


All he can feel is hunger and 
thirst, 

Empty sadness and pain, 
Swirling smoke and choking 
dust, 

A shower of ash in rain: 
They’re waging war again. 


* Finding Words 95p, Living 
Proof £1.19. Both in braille 
(and in limited numbers in print). 
From RNIB Customer Services, 
PO Box 173, Peterborough PE2 
6WS, tel: (0345) 023153. 


chapters on education, legal 
rights, benefits, post-school 
options, a list of useful 
addresses, booklist, and index. 

I was disappointed with the 
paucity of some sections: there 
were only two pages on toys 
and play, and even less on sleep 
problems (or more importantly 
how to solve them). 

On the other hand, the 
inclusion of some subjects (like 
the challenges of being gay and 
disabled) left me wondering for 
whom the author was writing. 

Nevertheless, to have all this 
information in one volume will 
be a great help to parents and I 
would recommend this book for 


their bookshelf. 
Sheila Newey 


Dina. A mother 
practises Conductive 


Education 

by Karoly and Magda Akos, 
edited by Gariele Haug 

(The Foundation for Conductive 
Education, the University of 
Birmingham, PO Box 363, 
Birmingham B15 2TT, tel: 02]- 
414 4947. £11.95) 


The authors are research 
scientists who worked with Dr 
Peto researching and describing 
the theory behind his successful 
treatment of motor disorders. 
They explain how to treat a 
motor-disordered child, what 
equipment is required, and how 


it works. Then comes a 
correspondence, spanning two- 
and-a-half years, between the 
authors and mothers of 
children with cerebral palsy. 
The book styles itself “a plan 


for personal responsibility and 
action by parents of children 
with cerebral palsy”. (Are those 
who choose other methods 
acting irresponsibly?) 

This is a useful reference 
book, although additional help 
would be needed to implement 
the method fully. It gives 
instructions, and explains how 


Finding Words is one of two collections of 
work by visually impaired authors produced by 


the Royal National Institute for the Blind. * 
DN selects some timely contributions 


The Twelve Months of 
Christmas. Snippets 
from the Diary of a 
Procrastinator 

by Frances Trotman 


JANUARY. Received two New 
Year cards from people who 
hadn’t expected a Christmas 
card from me and three letters 
from people who HAD. Made 
good resolution to keep in 
touch with ALL my friends 
this year and to write letters at 
least once a month. 


FEBRUARY. Received 
electricity bill for Christmas 
season ... cooked my husband’s 
favourite supper and wore his 
favourite dress in effort to 
soften blow but he only said - 


G&M 


COACHWORK 
DEVON 


“Anything wrong?”! 


MARCH. Received gaily- 
coloured leaflet from butcher 
inviting me to join his 
Christmas Club, thought ... 
“Goodness, they start earlier 
every year” ... then “good idea 
to plan ahead” ... told him I'd 
think about it. 


APRIL. Interesting spring 
cleaning. Found half a 
Christmas cake in fairly 
eatable condition and two and 
a bit ounces of scarlet quick 
knit left over from a rather 
disastrous pullover. Made 
resolution to make all my 
Christmas gifts starting with a 
tea cosy for Gran. 


MAY. Children finished cake 
and I started tea cosy. 


VEHICLES FOR THE DISABLED 
Car and minibus conversions for the wheelchair bound passenger. 
Single wheelchair and 3 seat conversions. 
2 wheelchair and 5 seat conversions. 
Why not have our latest vehicle demonstrated at your 
home with no obligation. 
For advice on conversions, motability, car tax & 
VAT exemption contact: 


DAVID VOOGHT 
TEL: 0803 812260 


Cover of Stanton’s “everything you need to know guide” 


conductive education works. 
The authors insist on the 
mother giving her child the 
whole of every day for several 
years. There is no discussion of 
the effect of this on other 


siblings. 

Many of the authors’ 
statements are questionable: 
“An infant has fun only when 
he strives actively for 
something.” (Have they never 
played peekaboo with a baby?) 
“The relationship between 
mother and infant is reduced or 
prevented by the child’s brain 


JUNE. Received gaily-coloured 
brochure from travel agency 
advertising Christmas holidays 
in the sun. Thought ... 
“Goodness, they start early” ... 
then ... “Would be nice, no 
cooking or washing up”. Made 
resolution to start saving (next 
week). 


JULY. Young Peter announced 
he wanted a bicycle for 
Christmas. Thought ... 
“Goodness they start etc etc.” 
Seven year old Nicholas asked 
why couldn’t we spend 
Christmas on a desert island? 
Thought ... “That’s the best 
idea yet” and made a resolution 
to give Nicholas a copy of 
Swiss Family Robinson and a 
Do-it-Yourself Kit. 


AUGUST. Boys fascinated by 
cheap offer of last season’s 
Christmas cards in small shop 
at Weston-Super-Mare. Spent 
hours reading every word while 
we wait on the beach. Nicholas 
spends 20p of his pocket 
money on a box of assorted 
manger scenes and says that’s 
his Christmas shopping done. 
Good job one member of the 
family was shopping early! 


SEPTEMBER. Received gaily- 
coloured suggestions for cheaper 
central heating, windows that 
keep out draughts, thicker 
carpets and imported turkeys. 
Found half a tea cosy in my 
work box. Made resolution to 
finish it and NOT to leave 
everything to the last minute. 


OCTOBER. Peter chosen to 
sing in Christmas Festival at 
church. Strains of “In Excelsis 
Deo” remind me of unwritten 
letters and send me hurrying to 


damage.” They teach that 
personality and mental 
development depend on 
“normal” motor function - a 
suggestion many would refute, 
myself included. 

The authors make 
contradictory claims for their 
method: “The handicapped 
child can be completely healed 
in a very short time at a very 
early age.” “If you can give 
Dina your whole day she will 
be totally healthy, like a normal 
child, in one or one-and-a-half 
years’ time.” Elsewhere they 
say it will take two or three 
years, and two and a half years 
later, “Dina is still only starting 
to overcome her difficulties.” 

They criticise all other 
methods, claiming that other 
professionals do not understand 
human development; perhaps 
they “were playing truant when 
that was explained at school”, 
seeing specialists as at best ill- 
informed, at worst ill- 
intentioned. Many criticisms are 
based on incorrect information. 

The stilted prose suffers 
from having been dragged from 
Hungarian into English via 
German. However, the book 
would nonetheless be positive 
and helpful if it kept to the 
facts about conductive 
education. What a pity that’ 
arrogance, ignorance and self- 
righteousness spoil it. 

Ros Bunney 


tea cosy. Discover there isn’t 
enough wool to finish it. News- 
paper tells me there are only 62 
shopping days and I receive 
Christmas card from Australia. 
Made resolution to prepare 
puddings and cakes next week! 


NOVEMBER. Nicholas 
making Christmas cards at 
school. Would I please buy the 
necessary materials and would I 
like to buy his box of assorted 
manger scenes for 25p, as he 
won't need them now? Make 
mental note to enter him for 
law school. Butcher reminds 
me I didn’t join Christmas 
Club and don’t I think it would 
be a good idea for next year? 
Made resolution not to make 
any more resolutions. 


DECEMBER. Missed last 
dates for posting overseas cards 
and Post Office sold out of 
Christmas air letters. Attend 
two parents days, four 
concerts, three cocktail parties, 
two nativity plays, and assist at 
five Christmas fayres for 
charity. Spend two days 
cooking for what seems like 
5,000, strip house of all 
valuables and place record 
player and records in centre of 
lounge for boys’ vacation. Last 
minute dash to shops for 
stamps, an odd variety of knick- 
knacks for Christmas stockings 
and a hair do. Phone call from 
Gran ... can she come for New 
Year as well as Christmas ... 
whatever happened to that tea 
cosy ... five cards from people 
we never sent to ... and isn’t it 
a good thing I had his box of 
assorted manger scenes, asks 
Nicholas sweetly. 


God rest ye merry gentlemen. 
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EXHIBITION 
TET 


Amanda 
Knapp 


Amanda Knapp’s exhibition of 
black and white and colour 
photography is a sensitive cov- 
erage of activities with disabil- 
ity groups in Hammersmith 
and Fulham in London. 

The strongest feature of Ms 
Knapp’s work is the 
perspective she has of her 
subjects, which gives the 
person looking at it an insight 
into life as viewed from a 
wheelchair. 


“Painting” 


It also seems to make her 
subjects relaxed and unaware 
of the photographer’s presence 
- something an able-bodied 
photographer may find 
difficult to achieve. 

I particularly liked the 
strong eye contact which 
comes across between the 
people in much of the work. 
The photograph of the young 
boy making his first successful 
contact between cricket bat 
and ball holds an incredible 
sense of satisfaction. 

My particular favourite 
though, is the large colour shot 
of a young boy playing 
badminton against a graffiti 
covered wall, the patterns of 
which almost resemble the 
markings of his clothes. It has 
incredible movement and 
colour mix and the large 
slogan painted on the wall in 
front of him, “Thanks 4 de 
encouragement” sums up the 
whole feeling between the 
people portrayed in Ms 
Knapp’s work and the artist 
herself. 

David Constantine 


At the Masbro Centre, London, 
till 31 December. Tel: 071-603 
1293. 


“Bat” 


AMANDA KNAPP 


Beyond Silence 


Seyond Silence is a 25 minute 
iim from a young German 
iim-maker, Mirko Brankatch, 
vith synthesised music from 
iteve Knight, a disabled south 
,ondon musician. 

It was premiered as part of 
an evening of music and 
mages” from the Drake 
‘esearch Project (music 
raining for disabled people) at 
he Blackheath Concert Halls 


VIDEO 
Lo eS SGN Ne RTT 


Thanks again to DN reader 
Kenneth Smith from 
London for another bulletin 
from the closed subtitling 
front. The National 
Captioning Institute of 
America’s Video Caption 
Service had its official UK 
launch in November. 
VideoCaption Readers, 
which you need to access 


in December. 

Beyond Silence tells of an 
elderly, and apparently 
religious, figure called Adam 
experiencing a psychotic 
breakdown - even though his 
voices, which at one point say, 
“Jesus thought people were 
talking about him because 
people were talking about him’ 
struck me as quite rational. 
More like meditations than 


’ 


the closed subtitles, are now 
on sale from Blockbuster 
stores, Ritz Video Rental 
Stores, Radio Rentals and 
Sound Advantage, tel: 
(0733) 361199 (voice), 
(0733) 238020 (text). 
£117.50 including VAT 
(£99.99 to deaf and hard of 
hearing people who are 
VAT exempt). 

Here is this month’s 
chart. CS: closed subtitles, 
S: subtitles, NS: no 
subtitles. 


FILM 
sad ae HE STREET eee] 


delusions. 

The visuals are strongest 
when they dare to be bold: an 
artificially lit, night-time ballet 


sequence around a giant tree; 


Adam and the dancer isolated 
in bright spots on a dark stage 
forging a means of 
communication through words 
and movement. 

The electronic soundtrack 


feel reer Lea 
ROCKS THE CRADLE 
(Buena Vista) Gripping tale 
of nanny with murderous 
intentions. (CS) 


2. THE LAWNMOWER 
MAN (First Independent) 
Gardener with learning 


difficulties becomes Mr 
Superbad. Silly. (NS) 


3. BASIC INSTINCT 
(Guild) Michael Douglas 
falls for yet another 


seamlessly runs the gamut 
from disturbing Gothic to 
soothing lyricism, more often 
than not evoking exactly the 
right mood. The piece is most 
effective when the music gives 
perfect meaning to the images. 
Then, we get a magic glimpse 
of the film’s main themes - 
death, delusion, disability, 
loneliness and silence. 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


On tour. Next showing King’s 
Lynn in February. Contact 
Adele Drake, tel: 081-741 4741. 


dangerous woman. (CS) 


4. WAYNE’S WORLD 
(CIC) Whacky comic duo 
rise to pop stardom. (NS) 


5. DON’T TELL MUM 
THE BABYSITTER’S 
DEAD (First Independent) 
Why not and end this 
embarrassing “kids on their 
own” comedy? (NS) 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


Chart courtesy of MRIB 


URBED ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT 


OPTIONS FOR BUSINESS 


¢ thinking of becoming self employed? 

¢ worried about self-employment and disability benefit? 
e thinking about writing a business plan? 

¢ interested in funding and grants? 

© amember of a homeworking scheme? 


URBED in conjunction with Workable and Opportunities for Disabled People will be 
running a FREE 16 day business start up course between January and March 1993. 


The course is funded by South Thames TEC and CENTEC and is therefore 


If you are: 


free to all participants. 


Road, London SE1. 


Training will take place at Charitybase, which is fully equipped to cater for 
the needs of people with disabilities and located in Westminster Bridge 


i HOWEVER UNSURE YOU MAY BE OF YOUR IDEA RIGHT 
yj, NOW, WE WOULD BE VERY GLAD TO TALK WITH YOU 
=) ABOUT TAKING THE NEXT STEP FORWARD. f 


f Contact David Lusk or Brenda Gorman on 071 401 2099 Cc 
or write to us at 3 Stamford Street, London SE1 QNT. 


urbed 


EN TER (PP RISE 
DEVELOPMENT 


NnTEC 


A Travel Service specialising in holidays for the less than able, their 
families and friends. Authorised Travel Consultants to numerous Charitable 
Organisations. Hundreds of holiday destinations available throughout the 

UK & worldwide, with suitably adapted vehicles for hire, if required. 


A.T.S. TRAVEL ON 0708-863198/860514 


“You deserve nothing less.” 
NOW AVAILABLE 


Experience THE newest magical 
resort of them all in France. 
Three Day Tours from only £148.00. 


A.T.S. Travel, A.T.S. House, 1 Tank Hill Road, Purfleet, Essex, RM16 1SX 


Bartholomew - 
A Gift From 
God (BBC2, 6 
November) 
was a very °50s 
style 
documentary 
on a parent’s 
awe-inspired account of life 
with a disabled child. Yuk! 

One of the two storylines in 
Casualty (BBC1, 28 
November) featured an 
embittered paraplegic who 
doesn’t feel he’s a man 
anymore. The character was, 
of course, played by a well 
known non-disabled actor. 
Double yuk! 

Ipso Facto (BBCI, 11 
November) investigated 
stereotypes of perfection. It 
touched too briefly on 
disability, preferring to 
concentrate on teenage icons 
like Shakespear’s Sister and 
Justin Fashanu instead. This 
was a wasted opportunity. 

The Late Show (BBC2, 26 
November) included a review 
of the film The Waterdance 
(DN, November). 
Photographer and tv presenter 
David Hevey was among the 
panel of three in the studio 
(due mainly, I suspect, to his 
connections with From The 
Edge). Again, this was a 
wasted opportunity. First, 
David is not an expert on film. 
Secondly, his comments would 
have been appreciated only by 
ardent followers of disability 
politics and arts. Judging by 
their lack of response, I don’t 
think the people in the studio 
understood his points. So what 
chance the audience? 

If you’re violently opposed 
to Children In Need (BBC1, 20 
November), no comment of 
mine will be of any 
consequence. For me, on the 
disability front, it was the best 
yet - even Esther Rantzen 
didn’t offend. 

But something else about 
the programme managed to 
offend. The makers are always 
claiming that they can’t be 
political. Why then was 
Baroness Thatcher involved? If 
anyone is responsible for the 
fact that less money was 
pledged this year, surely it is 
the ex-PM. 

Advice Shop (BBC1, weekly 
from 1 November) continues 
into the New Year. Andrew 
Miller, formerly presenter of 
Channel 4’s Boom/!, is much 
better placed here. It’s an 
excellent idea to have a 
disabled person encouraging 
others from our community to 
claim their rights. 

The excellent “A Choice of 
Life” (C4, 1 December) was a 
rare exception in the People 
First series. Too often, People 
First has failed to address the 
issues identified by disabled 
people themselves. It’s still an 
inadequate replacement for 
Same Difference. 

Chris Davies 
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DANCE 
PP 


CandoCo 


CandoCo dance company 
believes that dance is an 
activity that can embrace 
anyone who wishes to take part. 
Their own troupe is made up 
of dancers able and disabled. 
But, they insist, the focus is on 
dance, not disability. 

Founded in 1991 by Celeste 
Dandeker (herself disabled), 
and Adam Benjamin, they have 
come a long way in a short 
time. Earlier this year they 
took part in Ballroom Blitz at 
the South Bank, picked up a 
London Dance Performance 
award, and are now ensconsed 
at the Laban Centre for 
movement and dance in south 
London, where I saw them 
perform three of their works. 

CandoCo are extremely 
professional and command the 
stage with grace and authority. 
The first piece, “Cantaloupe 
Reel”, celebrates love of 
movement, and the dancers 
almost defy gravity, using each 
other as springboards for some 
amazing acrobatics. The three 


MEDIA 
Rae ose aa 


Media guides 


Disabling Imagery and the 
Media, by Colin Barnes, is 
published by the British 
Council of Organisations of 


Disabled People (BCODP) and 


Two Year Warranty 


Walking 


* No Driving licence required. 

“ It will carry up to 28 stone. 

“ Puncture - Proof tyres. 

* Built to your own requirements. 


| (om 


Safety Comes First on FOUR Wheels" 
Py &: 


Problems? sumerer 


WHY BE A PRISONER IN YOUR OWN HOME ? 
* Travel at 8 mph. Up to 28 mile range. * It will climb 4/5" kerbs "without 


wheelchair users synchronise 
their braking to great effect 
and dancers swap places, 
leaping from stage to chair 
with the fluidity of water. 

In “Christy Don’t Leave so 
Soon”, the dancers explore a 
triangle of emotion. Using 
stark black and white, their 
bodies become sculpted forms 
that bend and support one 
another until their silhouettes 
embrace and melt into one. 

“Flying in the Face of” is a 
collaborative piece and includes 
a large cast. The highlight of 
this was the extremely slow 
and controlled moment 
between David Toole and 


Kuldip Sing-Barmi. Using only 


arms and torsos, they captured 
the essence of movement, 
showing shapes inter-twining 
in space and the importance of 
the spaces in between. 

The company benefits 
enormously from the 
choreographic talents of 
Celeste, who understands how 
the chair can become animated 
without detracting from the 
dancer within. She has 
encouraged the dancers to leap, 
to fly, to really move with each 
other. And because of that, 
audiences will be encouraged to 
think again about their 
attitudes to dance and 
disability. Catch them on tour. 

Ashley Grey 


aimed at disabled people and 
media workers. 

Mr Barnes examines the 
ways in which disabled people 
have been stereotyped in 
popular culture as objects of 
pity, violence, evil and ridicule. 
The analysis is supported by 
examples of disabling imagery, 
from literature, film and tv 
drama, the press, and 
advertising. Barnes strengthens 


the problem of tipping”. 
“It will climb a 1:4 hill, dismantles 

into a small hatch back-car 
* For doorways 25" wide . 


ATIONAL 


As an optional extra, 
Keep Dry all year round. 


Motability 


Payment terms available. 
Written details on request. 
f F 


Hiest sR ben & 


“XY 0803 - 322533 


For BROCHURE 


Vy dente 


DN1/93 


HEAD OFFICE: Body Therapy, 72 Babbacombe Road, 
Torquay, Devon, TQ1 3SW 


David Toole and Victoria Marks dance “Cantaloupe Reel” 


Nottingham Playhouse (23 
January), Queen Elizabeth Hall, 
London (1-2 February), 
Leadmill, Sheffield (9 


his argument by drawing 
parallels (albeit minimal) with 
sexist, racist and heterosexist 
portrayals. 

In the second part of the 
guide, aimed at media workers, 
Mr Barnes starts by leading the 
reader through the confused 
terrain of disability terminology 
to BCODP?’s definition of 
disability and firm ground. 
This lays an important 


* & ££ & F 


ELENI LEOUSSI 


February), Granby Halls, 
Leicester (21 March), 
Haymarket, Leicester (23 
March). 


foundation for the list of do’s 
and don’ts that follows which, 
taken alone, could seem 
simplistic and censorial. 

If you want to complain 
about the media, the final part 
of Disabling Imagery tells you 
how. 

The booklet is a welcome 
weapon in the war against 
disabling imagery. Mr Barnes 
describes it as “a short 


“y with the new 
Portland 
electronically 
controlled motor 
driven leg 
exerciser. 


From a gentle 
stroll to a brisk 
walk from the 
comfort of your 
wheelchair or 
armchair!! 


Ideal for anybody with a mobility problem 
Immediately improves circulation 

Helps stop muscle waste and improve muscle tone 
Helps to keep hips, knees and ankle joints supple 
Will provide valuable leg exercise 


Don’t stagnate. Exercise and feel the difference. 


Please write or phone for a free brochure to: 
Portland Industries 
Freepost 
West Wickham, Kent. BR4 OBR 


O81 - 777 2914 


Look out for 


Signed performance of Dick 
Whittington. 12 January 2pm 
and 6pm. Harrogate Theatre, 
Harrogate. Tel: (0423) 502116. 


Extra wheelchair spaces at 7 
January performance of 
Cinderella at the Royal Opera 
House, London. Booking form 
from Julie Johnson, ROH Box 
Office, 48 Floral Street, 
London WC2E 7QA. 


Hands On, an exhibition of 

art by pupils from Perry 
Common Special Schools. Till 
6 January. Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery. Tel: - 
021-235 3890. 


Video production course for 
deaf and partially hearing 
people. February to July 1993. 
Greswell Street Centre, 
London. Contact Heather 
Davis, tel: 071-603 7481 (also 
minicom). Deadline for 
applications, 18 January. 


A list of theatres who do 
audio-description/oral 
introductions/set tours, etc, 
for visually impaired people is 
available from the Royal 
National Institute for the » 
Blind’s Leisure Service, 224 
Great Portland Street, London 
WIN 6AA. 


overview ... accessible both to 
media personnel and disabled 
people”, but it may come as 
something of a cold shower to 
the uninitiated. 

And whilst he points to the 
need for “positive” images 
reflecting the issues that 
concern us, like employment, 
housing, etc, he offers no 
examples. The result is that a 
well-presented case founders in 
a catalogue of complaints. 
Examples of the work of 
disabled artists, writers, 
photographers and film makers 
who are leading the way in 
empowering imagery are almost 
entirely missing. 

The Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation’s 
(RADAR) Improving Media 
Images of Disability contributes 
nothing but confusion, 
particularly in the area of 
terminology. By its very nature 
(three-and-a-half pages of 
notes), it promotes a “short- 
cut” approach to the subject. 
Disabling imagery needs to be 
understood as part of a wider 
social discrimination. Merely 
asking people to adopt new 
words without explaining the 
issues behind them is 
superficial and essentially 
useless. 

Disabling Imagery and the 
Media, £4.50, from BCODP, 
De Bradelei House, Chapel 
Street, Belper, Derbyshire 
DE56 1AR, tel: (0773) 828182. 
Print version available, still 
waiting for tape (BCODP get 
your act together!) 

Improving Media Images of 
Disability, 65p, RADAR, 25 
Mortimer Street, London 
WIN 8AB, tel: 071 637 5400. 

Raina Haig 
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Ideal indoors 
and out 


Superb 
Comfort 


Value for 
money 


Excellent 
Quality 


< Spring suspension, 
luxury upholstery, 
a range up to 20 
miles and special 
power feedback 


The Whisper 2 -. controller all add 


— | Jae ow up to a confident 
ower recliner “ Ges | and comfortable 
or personal ride 


comfort that 
adapts to suit you. 


Vv 


For a limited period only, the famous Whisper 2 is available at a special low, low price. 
Simply cut out the voucher below, take it to your local power chair dealer, test drive the 
Whisper 2 and, if you decide to buy, you've saved £250! 

It's an unbeatable offer bringing you comfort and power that's equally hard to beat. 
Recognised by discerning owners as a wheelchair of the highest quality, the Whisper 2 
now represents even better value. 

Take advantage of an offer not to be missed. Contact your local power chair dealer today. 


/ bye a / ay Pe ys ie AL pI A 
Daily wna sete Hu aids the Wi 


\)\) 000000 apoorpencennceroennennnennenneancannoannernenncare zal To: Nesbit Evans Healthcare Mobility Division, 
\= 


anthracene 


ee 15 Cronin Courtyard, Weldon South | 

: Industrial Estate, Corby, Northants NN18 8AG 

TEL: 0536 67660 FAX: 0536 402507 

Cut out | 
1 Please send me details of the Whisper 2 | 

and _1 Please send me details of other power wheelchairs 
; post NAME | 
On presentation of this voucher your local power chair coupon ADDRESS | 

dealer will deduct £250 from the retail price as toda 

advertised. Offer subject to availability. bf | 
TEL NO | 


DN1/93 
Member of the Nesbit Evans Group of companies 
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22 PERSON TO PERSON 


Share Your Problems 


with Ann Darnbrough 


Let’s love and 


understand 


more in 1993 


I don’t know about you, but I 
enjoyed following the 
Presidential election campaign 
in the US, especially when it 
got to the final stages and it 
looked as though there was 
going to be a change of party 
from Republican to Democrat, 
with Bill Clinton making most 
of the running. 

During his campaign he 
made many resolutions - I 
wonder how many of these he 
will keep? 

I don’t recall any being 
made about disabled people, 
but he promised to do 
something for people’s health 


when he observed that 100,000 
people a month are losing 
health insurance. 

That will, of course, involve 


many disabled people who will ' 


have never been in a position 
to build up a health insurance 
record. It’s not yet like that in 
this country, despite rumours 
of benefit cuts in November. 

Is it too much to ask that 
our ministers make resolutions 
not to force the poorest people 
in our community to pay for 
the economic mistakes of the 
Government? 

Perhaps a resolution we 
could each make now is to love 


THE CONSORT ARTICULATED DIVAN BED 


LUXURY AT THE PUSH OF A BUTTON FOR BOTH THE 
INFIRM AND ABLE-BODIED AT A PRICE BOTH CAN AFFORD. 


* Choice of electrically 
controlled or manual versions 


Top quality pocket sprung 
mattress 


Available in single or double 
(each side individually 
controlled) sizes. 

Optional adjustable vibrating 
unit 

8" ground clearance - ideal 
for storage or accommodating 
other appliances. 


* PRICES FROM £434.00 + V.A.T. * 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO Q.P.S. 
FREEPOST (MR 8560) MANCHESTER M16 8HB 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 
For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


Disability Now January 1993 


each other a little more. If 
“loving” might be asking too 
much, at least we could 

accord the respect our fellow 
humans deserve - not only 
those with whom we agree, but 
the many people whose 
differences enrich our 
experience of others. 

Whatever brought on this 
attack of the milk of human 
kindness? Well, I was 
distressed to read the leader of 
the Block Telethon campaign 
attacking the efforts of Stephen 
Duckworth and Philip Friend 
(DN, November), who had 
given disability awareness 
courses to television personnel. 

Not only are these 
consultants well qualified in 
every way to do this 
effectively, but they are held in 
very high regard by most of 
those who know them. Because 
both of them are disabled, they 
are able to speak from personal 
experience as well as 
professionally. 

If there were an examination 
in political correctness, then, 
believe me, they would pass it. 


‘Wheelchair whingers’ 

A big debate is developing 
about the extent to which 
disabled people should accept 
working with able-bodied 
people - a debate which is 
generating more heat than 
light. 

I received a letter from Sally 
(not her real name) who is 
obviously getting pretty hot 
under the collar - wheelchair 
whingers indeed! Read on, and 
wing your responses to me, 
c/o DN, 12 Park Crescent, 
London WIN 4EQ. 

“May I bring a problem as a 
non-disabled person? Namely 
that, despite being on the left 
of the political spectrum, I am 


fed up to the teeth with the 
strident antics of those who 
might be described as the 
militant tendency of the 
disability movement. 

“T readily accept that 
disabled people should, as far 
as possible, be able to control 
their own lives. But that surely 
cannot mean that only disabled 
people are entitled to be heard 
or that charitable enterprise is 
entirely to be despised? 

“To my mind, these 
wheelchair whingers are not 


“A UNIQUE SERVICE! — 
Lin Berwick, DN’s tele- 
phone counsellor, herself 
disabled, can give other 
disabled people and their 
carers advice and sup- | 
port on personal and 
Spiritual problems. Talk 
to her on Monday after- 


representative of the majority 
of people with disabilities who 
do not necessarily share even 
their capacity for self- 
determination. 

“It seems that the wrath of 
these malcontents is more than 
likely to be counter-productive 
to the achievement of their 
own legitimate objectives. 

“If non-disabled people are, 
in effect, told to piss off, that 
is exactly what most of them 
will do. Can we have more 
partnership and less 
confrontation? 

“And can we start rejecting 
the kind of ideological clap 
trap which argues that the only 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


Quality conversions for: 


Wheelchair driver 
Wheelchair passenger 
Special Needs & Minibuses 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 
Tel: 0293 871019 Fax: 0293 871007 


or 


. UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 0484 400795 Fax: 0484 400796 


disability faced by disabled 
people is that imposed by the 
rest of society.” 

Well, after that, I will make 
a resolution to go on airing 
your views and writing about 
controversial issues so long as 
you keep them coming. 


Wrecking lives 
Last November you may 
remember that I was giving | 
readers’ views about religion, __ 
and I thank you for all your | 
letters. I included a ; 
contribution from Angela, a | 
Congregational Church | 
ordained minister, who warned | 
that not all “religions” are | 
equally worthy of toleration. | 

She wrote that she had been 
shattered by the evidence of 
some very nasty operators in 
the fringe cults who, in the 
name of religion, can wreak 
havoc in people’s lives. 

Following this, I had a very 
sad letter from a reader who 
has multiple sclerosis. I will 
call her Mary. 

“My daughter joined the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. How can 
they say they are Christian 
when they split up families? I 
haven’t seen or heard from my 
daughter for several months. 
She has two boys but there is 
no contact there either. 

“She was going through a 
bad patch and was given 
instant friendship. These so- 
called friends took over 
completely and now we don’t 
know where she is. 

“Unless you are prepared to 
join them, they don’t want to 
know you. How can that bea 
religion?” 

I hope Mary felt able to 
contact Family Action 
Information and Rescue 
(FAIR), which Angela 
recommended as a source of 
help for anyone who believes 
they or a member of their 
family has been exploited in 
this way. 


Difficult doctors 

A different problem has been 
raised by another reader, Eve, 
regarding the difficulty elderly 
people have in being accepted 
on a GP’s list or, indeed, in 
remaining on the list. 

Eve points out that local 
Family Health Service 
Authorities must allocate all 
citizens to a GP’s list. 

But, if the GP does not 
want you, he can take you off 
the list. Eve warns that this 
can keep on happening every 
time a person is allocated to a 
different GP. 

Have other readers had this 
problem? Do you feel that 
your GP gives you a good 
service? Have you been 
provided with the information 
you need to manage your 
disability or your illness? Have 
you felt that health service cuts 
have affected the service you 
now receive? 

I look forward to hearing 
from you. Happy New Year! 


FAIR, BCM Box 3535, PO 
Box 12, London WCIN 3XX. 
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Translation 
por favor? 


Following weeks of marvellous 
hospital attention I found 
myself back in the outside 
world, planning a holiday to 
‘the La Franche area, surely the 
loveliest, most unspoilt region 
of the Costa Brava. 

I had holidayed in the Brava 
before, and for several years 
I'd been trying to learn 
something of the language. In 
a few aspects I had (through 
the most dedicated practice) 
become quite fluent. “Una 
cerbeza grande, por favor” (A 
large beer, please) never caused 
the slightest translation 
problem. 

Now things were different. 
I'd left my vocal chords 
behind in hospital. I carried 
instead a device which issues 
electronically created sound 
when you hold it to your 
throat. As yet, I wasn’t very 
proficient with it. 

(Twelve months later, I still 
haven’t got round to mastering 
the two buttons which vary the 
pitch, thus eliminating some of 
the “Daleky” sound.) 

Given all this, I was slightly 
apprehensive about inflicting 
myself on a rural community 
abroad. 

Booking into our Spanish 
hotel brought a most flattering 
surprise when the receptionist 
congratulated me on my 
clarity. She said the hotel 
proprietor had a similar speech 
device to mine, but did not get 
on with it nearly so well. 
Confidence rising ... 

The following day I asked 
directions from someone, but 
got nothing in return. He 
merely marvelled at this little 
machine which could speak his 
language (or so he thought). 

The third incident provided 
me with a tale which other 
people at the hotel and, later, 
my speech therapist, found 
amusing. 

The nice young couple 
sitting at the next cafe table to 
my wife and myself were 
having difficulty using an 
English/Spanish dictionary to 
communicate with the waiter 
(who, unusually, seemed to 
have no English at all). 

Meanwhile, they could see I 
was doing OK and asked for 
my help. In thanking me they 
remarked: “Isn’t that 
microphone thing of yours 
good!”. To which I replied 
wickedly: “Oh yes, and just as 
good in French if I press the 
top button instead of the 
bottom one”. 

The response, “Wow, 
instant translations! Where can 
we get one of those?” stunned 
me into a gratified silence. 

I think it was here that I 
shed any lingering feelings of 
my speech disability 
amounting to any kind of 


communication inferiority. 
Claude Travil 


Mark Fletcher (left), 
Mario Yiangau and 
David Poulton of 
Barnet, London, 
muck in making 
models for a special 
mural to go on show 
at the Museum of 
Mankind. What 
could they be 
saying as they keep 
their clothes clean? 
Answers please by 
? January, to DN, 
12 Park Crescent, 
London WAN 4EQ. 


... NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ asa Answers page 27 


1. Who offered to pay tax? referendums on abortion? 

2. Why did farmers riot? 7. When will The Spastics 

3. Who voted themselves a pay _— Society decide on a new name? 

freeze? 8. Which John Steinbeck novel 

4. Which Government came out as a film? 

minister was regularly going 9. How old was comedian 

over his credit card limit? Ernie Wise? 

5. What did the Anglican 10. What did film star Sophia 

Church vote “yes” to? Loren describe as “the worst 

6. Which country had three experience in my life”? 
DN’s crossword 

Answers page 27 COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 
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ACROSS DOWN 


1. Atonement (10) 1. Help someone to adapt (12) 
6. Father (2) 2. People outside 

7. Type of fish (7) unemployment benefit 
9. Boy’s name (4) offices? (4,6) 

11. Piece of paper money (4) 3. Crowd (3) 

12. Left in will (10) 4. Unfastened (6) 

14. Not living (4) 5. Countenance (4) 

16. Play dead (3,5) 6. Coal mine (3) 

18. Definite article (3) 8. Complete disaster (5,4) 
19. Lent rave (anag) 10. Used a horse (4) 

20. Mouth (4) 13. Totally (8) 

22. Dick —, comedian (5) 15. Far away (7) 

23. Obvious (5) 17. Canal boat (5) 


21. Just — (Kipling) (2) 


Can you create-a-caption? 


December winner 

Mr DG Flaxman of 
Sutton Coldfield, West 
Midlands, will be kicking 
the New Year off with £10. 

As he lifts the egg out of 
the pot, the man is saying: 
“Of course, if it’s one we 
got from Tesco it might 
have come from a free range 
crocodile!” 

Have you tried your hand 
at the competition yet? If 
not, please have a go - we’re 
very easy to please and we 
love a laugh! 


TAKING CARE OF SPECIAL NEEDS 


DISABLED SOLUTIONS are pleased to announce 
the launch of their new range of shower cubicles. 


This unique concept can be used by the able 
bodied as well as the wheelchair user and with 
sliding doors that open inwards space is no 
longer a problem even in the smallest of 
bathrooms. 


OTHER PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 


Regulation M wheelchair accessible toilet facility 
Toilet pan riser 

Toilet lever extension handles 

Children’s commode and shower chair 

Toilet seat lifter 

Children’s bathing hammock 


For further information please contact 


DISABLED SOLUTIONS LTD 


377/379 WEST END ROAD, HAYDOCK, 
ST HELENS, LANCS WA11 OAX. 


NORTHERN OFFICE SOUTHERN OFFICE 
TEL: 0744 28222 TEL: 081 807 4484 
FAX: 0744 451973 FAX: 081 887 0326 
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WHAT’S ON 
I eB | 


Introduction to Counselling, a course at Castle Priory College in 
Oxfordshire. 18-21 January. £171.60 (plus VAT). Contact Peter 
Hope, course administrator, Castle Priory College, Thames Street, 


Wallingford, Oxfordshire 0X10 OHE, tel: (0491) 37551. 


Careers in Journalism: an open day for disabled people, 26 Jan- 
uary in London. Free. For more details contact Ian Gibson, the 
Royal Association for Disability and Rehabilitation, 25 Mortimer 
Street, London WIN 8AB, tel: 071-637 5400. 


Bad Housing - Who Cares? a one day conference at Westminster 
Central Hall, London on 26 January. £85, £49.50 (voluntary 
organisations), £12 (retired people). Further details from Angela 
Crowley, Conference Unit, Age Concern England, Astral House, 
1268 London Road SW16 4ER, tel: 081-679 8000 ext 2409. 


Designing for Dementia, a training seminar on. 28 January at the 
National Council for Voluntary Organisations in London. £94. 
Contact Katharine Way, Centre for Accessible Environments, 35 
Great Smith Street, London SWI1P 3BJ, tel: 071-222 7980. 


Disability Living Allowance, what’s the verdict so far? A con- 
ference to be held at three accessible venues around the country. 28 
January in London, 9 February in Leeds, 24 February in Birming- 
ham. £60. For more details contact Penny Newell, Disability 
Alliance, Educational and Research Association, Ist Floor East, 
Universal House, 88-94 Wentworth Street, London El 7SA, tel: 
071-247 8776. 


P.C.,WORDPROCESSOR USERS - 
HASSLE FREE DELIVERIES 


Are you having difficulty obtaining - Computer Stationery. 
Fax Rolls, Accessories 
P.C. Consumables 
Personalised Stationery? 


YOU HAVE NO NEED TO LOOK ANY FURTHER. 


We can deliver direct to your Home or Business Address. 


Write or call for details to:- Own Brand Computer Consumables, 40 
High Street, Earl Shilton, Leicester LE9 7DG. Tel: (0455) 851431. 
Fax: (0455) 840180. 


POST CODE 


For full information please tick boxes and return coupon. 


Computer | Computer Fax Personalised A4 SAGE Accts 
Stationery ConsumablesQ RollsQ Cont/Sheet StationeryO Forms OU 


THE NUFFIELD FOUNDATION/ 
VISCOUNT NUFFIELD 
AUXILIARY FUND 


GRANTS TO HELP PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


People with disabilities are more readily given aids 
and equipment to help overcome their handicaps 
than the necessary support to enable them to use 
the aids and equipment quickly and with ease. The 
Nuffield Foundation is therefore offering grants 
totalling £100,000 to organisations with ideas for 
projects investigating, adapting or demonstrating a 
way of using existing equipment more effectively. 
Packages for training the user will be eligible for 
Support, as will the evaluation of the use of 
existing equipment. Applications are invited in two 
areas: learning and communications aids and 
mobility aids. The grants are not intended to help 
individuals buy or adapt equipment. The closing 
date is 30 June 1993. 


Further details may be obtained by writing to: The 
Nuffield Foundation, 28 Bedford Square, London 
WC1B 3EG; or by telephone: 


Application forms/information sheets: 071-580 7434 
Queries/additional information: 071-631 0566. 


Please quote reference VNAF/TO'N. 
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INFO 


The new Rotherhithe Youth 
Hostel in London has six acces- 
sible rooms. For details of this 
and other Youth Hostel Asso- 


ciation (see logo below) accessi- 
ble hostels, tel: (0727) 55215. 


Shopmobility schemes loan 
wheelchair and scooters to peo- 
ple with mobility difficulties 
for getting round town centres. 
If you fancy a spin round the 
sales, send an A5 SAE for the 
national directory and see if 
there is a scheme near you. 
Contact Liz Reid, 26 Stanley 
Drive, Leicester LE5 1EA. 


Community Care and Social 
Security Benefits, a briefing 
paper, costs £1. Send an A5 
SAE to Welfare Rights Service, 
PO Box 536, Town Hall Exten- 
sion, Manchester M60 2AF. 


A Personal Assistance 
Agency has been launched by 
the Greenwich Association for 
Disabled People (GAD, see logo 
below). Contact Debbie Farley, 


Agency Manager, GAD, 
Christchurch Forum, Trafalgar 
Road, Greenwich, London 


SE10 9EQ, tel: 081-305 2221. 


D 


Women who failed the house- 
hold duties test for Housewives 
Non-Contributory — Invalidity 
Pension may now qualify for 
Severe Disablement Allowance 
and be able to claim 12 months 
backdated benefits arrears. 
If you think you qualify, contact 
your local social security office 
or call the free Benefit Enquiry 
Line, tel: (0800) 882200. 


The Continence Foundation 
is an umbrella organisation for 
continence groups. Contact 
Christine Norton at 380-84 
Harrow Road, London W9 
2HU, tel: 071-266 3704. 


MOVES 


“) Mark Gilbert 
(left) is now the 
disability officer 
at Hampshire 
County Council. 
Brian Hughes 
/ is the new home 
ownership executive at the 
Housemartin housing associa- 
tion. Natalie Pearse is Mota- 
bility’s first full-time public 
relations officer. 


RESEARCH 
| would like to hear from disabled people 
of Asian origin in London for student 
project. If interested in participating 


contact Kiran Toor, Sociology Dept, 
Surrey University, Guildford GU2 5XH. 
Postage will be reimbursed. 


NEW CLOS-0-MAT automatic WC 
conventional use or warm water washing, 
warm air drying. Bargain £1,000. Also 
48in shower tray and mixer unit, basin 
and taps. Tel: (0908) 607006. 


MILLANOVA CHILDS PUSHCHAIR 
multi-position, abduction, raincovers, used 
6 months only. £500. Tel: (0442) 235124. 


SIX FOOT FOLDING RAMPS, 1 
pair, non-slip. £50 ono. 1 stay active 
wheelchair cushion, 18 x 16, as new £100 
ono. Tel: (0253) 767663. 


ELSWICK ENVOY, 15,000 miles. 1982 
power steering, as new. £2,000 spent. 
£3,750 ono. Tel: 081-743 5140. 


TRICYCLE suitable up to 14 years old. 
£275. Tel: 081-467 1543. 


WHEELCHAIR BEC, battery powered, 
nearly new. £1,700 ono. Tel: 071-263 
0989. 


FORD ESCORT 1.6 auto. Ceramic 
blue, hand controls, manual car chair on 
driver’s side, can swap over. 5,000 miles. 
£3,000 ono. Can deliver. Elswick Envoy 
red auto power steering, drive from 
wheelchair, 9,000 miles. £3,000 ono. Tel: 
(0733) 578641 (Peterborough). 


ELVA DELUXE SCOOTER with 
extras. Used less than 500 miles. Bargain 
£750. Stubbington, tel: (0329) 664166 
(Hants). 


ROW-CYCLE, American disabled bike, 
great fun, good exercise. VGC. Can 
deliver. Details, tel: (0674) 83710. 


BEC STERLING SCOOTA, complete 
with batteries and charger. Hardly used 
in 18 months by one owner. 1991 model. 
£1,400 ono. Tel: (0483) 232144. 


MOBILITY 2,000 powered chair, climbs 
stairs. Hardly used, includes battery 
charger. New £4,500, accept £2,500 ono. 
Tel: (0484) 535130. 


FOLDING ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIR by Powerplus. RH con- 
trol. Complete with kerb climber and 
charger. Could deliver. Offers. Tel: 
(0661) 833636 (Tyneside). 


CAR SEAT for disabled person. Swivel 
and pull out. New. £200. Tel: (0262) 
678746 (Bridlington). 


STOWAWAY ADJUSTABLE CHAIR. 
£200 ono, was £443. Tel: (0932) 854704. 


HAND CONTROLS (Bekker) for Metro 
Automatic. Cost £225. Accept £100. 
Details from Sue, tel: (0754) 86316 (eves). 


WHEELCHAIR LIGHTWEIGHT, 
very good condition. £250. Tel: (0252) 
615590 (Hants). 


VAUXHALL ASTRAMAX VAN, J 
reg, 13,000 miles, rear entry wheelchairs. 
£8,450. Tel: (0723) 514035. 


VW CARAVELLE 2.0 GL, auto ex. 
cond. 53,000 miles. 1986 C Invatravel, 
lift side entry maintained roc, one owner. 
£6,250 ono. Tel: (0722) 322938 (Salis- 
bury). 


BEC STERLING invalid scooter, hardly 
used. £1,500. Tel: (0372) 272919. 


RENAULT EXTRA 1.4 791 H reg. 
Metallic silver. £8,000 ono. Adapted for 
a passenger remaining in their wheelchair 
by Poynting Conversions. Entry via small 
ramp at rear. Low mileage, well main- 
tained. Seats 4 with small rear bench 
seat, wheelchair secured by inertia seat 
belt system or clamp. Tel: 081-859 5021 
(London SE9). 


FIND-A-FRIEND 


For Find A Friend ads please 


send a cheque or postal 
order for £3 payable to 
Disability Now with your ad. 


YOUNG FEMALE, 25, wheelchair user 
with cp and other disabilities, but this 
does not stop me having fun. I have a 
sense of humour, go swimming and enjoy 
my two dogs. I want to write to an able- 
bodied/slightly disabled male in Cheshire/ 
Lancashire area for friendship/relation- 
ship - who knows you might turn out to 
be my Prince Charming. Box No. 506. 


MALE, 50. Unattached, able-bodied, 


sense of humour, seeks lady, 35-50 to 
care for and adore. If possible, slender 
and attractive, who likes animals’ and 
swing music. Would prefer someone 
with shortened limb or limbs. Preferred 
area Midlands/ Northwest. Box No. 507. 


SLIGHTLY DISABLED, 41-year-old 
divorcee, seeks able-bodied/slightly dis- 
abled male pen friends. For friendship 
leading to possible relationship. Must 
like children and pets, be of average or 
above intelligence, non-smoker and 
mobile. South Yorks area. Box No. 508. 


To reply to a Find-A-Friend indicate the Box 
Number and mark the envelope Private and 


Confidential. If you do not it will be opened. 
Send to DN, address on page 2. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


We can provide newly qualified teachers with a whole spectrum of 
career options in primary and secondary education. Whatever your 
choice Birmingham Education Service can offer you: 

@ in-service training programmes 

@ the allocation of a personal mentor for newly qualified 


teachers 


@ an induction programme for first year teachers 
@ excellent promotion prospects within a progressive, 


innovative environment 


circulated to all schools. 


Nursery U Infant O 
(please tick appropriate box) 


Ref. DN/1. 


Post to: The Recruitment 
Section, Education Offices, 
Margaret Street, 
Birmingham B3 3BU. 


FOR THE BEST IN TEACHING, 
HEAD STRAIGHT FOR THE 
HEART 
Opportunities in Primary/Secondary Schools 


It's only fitting that one of the country’s largest education departments 
offers a vast range of teaching opportunities, 


The closing date for primary applications is 20 January 1993. Interviews 
for the primary ‘pool’ commence 25 February 1993. There is no ‘pool’ for 
Secondary schools, but general applications are invited and these will be 


If you’d like to find out more, please phone for a copy of our 
brochure and an application form on 021-235 2289/2369/ 
2199/4974 or complete the coupon and post today. 


I am interested in teaching in Birmingham. Please send me further 
information and an application form. 


‘The City Council welcomes applicat 
of the community, irrespective of race, colour, gender, 
5: disabi 


tions from all sections 


sexuality or lity. 
job Sharers welcome. no parmer necessary V/ 


C 
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offices. 


Applicants should demonstrate: 


* Effective communication skills. 


THE EALING FAMILY HOUSING ASSOCIATION GROUP 


AT EALING FAMILY HOUSING ASSOCIATION WE ARE TAKING 
POSITIVE ACTION TO ENSURE SKILLED DISABLED PEOPLE ARE 
REPRESENTED WITHIN OUR ORGANISATION. WE INVITE DISABLED 
PEOPLE ONLY TO APPLY FOR OUR POST OF 


ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT (HOUSING) 


Based at our Southall Office 
Salary £12,520 - £14,703 per annum inc. LW 


This post provides an excellent opportunity to enter the housing field. 


* An understanding of, and commitment to equal opportunities. 


For an application pack, please contact: 
@ THE EALING FAMILY HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION GROUP, 
ST JAMES’ HOUSE, 
105-113 BROADWAY, 
LONDON W13 9BE. 
TEL. NO. 081 579 7434 
AFTER 10.00am. 


Please note, application packs are available in large print if required. 


The Administration Assistant provides support to our Allocations and Rent Setting 
Team. The work involves the maintenance of our records, correspondence with 
tenants and liaison with external agencies, including local authorities and rent 


* Six month's computer data input experience, which may have been gained 
through employment, training or voluntary work. 


* An ability to carry out basic arithmetical calculations. 
* An organised approach to prioritising their workload to meet deadlines. 


The Group is committed to providing aids and adaptations necessary to enable its 
employees to perform their work. The Southall office is wheelchair accessible. 


Closing date for returned applications: Friday 29th January 1993. 


A No Smoking Policy is in operation at this office. 


The Ealing Family Housing Association Group is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 
Applications are positively welcomed from disabled people regardless of their 
| gender, ethnic origin, marital status, sexuality or disability. 


EiiNa 


London Advice Services Alliance requires a: 


PROGRAMMER/DEVELOPER 


To undertake software development using Paradox. 
You will be joining a team of two in the Computer Development Unit, developing 


systems for use in advice agencies. 


e Statistical recording systems which monitor the use made of UK advice agencies. 
¢ Information retrieval systems to support advice giving 
¢ General administrative systems for use in advice agencies and other voluntary sector 


organisations. 
The successful candidate will: 


Be capable of writing good quality, well structured PAL (Paradox Application Language) 


code using Paradox 3.5 and 4.0. 


Be capable of maintaining and enhancing existing Paradox applications and providing 


telephone support. 


| Have the ability to communicate with information and advice workers who are not 


computer specialists. 


Starting salary £19,725 per annum including London Weighting. 30 days annual leave 


plus bank holidays. 


We positively encourage applicants from Afro-Caribbean and Asian communities (Section 
38(1)b of the Race Relations Act applies), people with disabilities and lesbians and gay 
men as they are under-represented in our workplace. 
Write for more details to: Recruitment Section, LASA, 2nd Floor, Universal House, 88-94 
Wentworth Street, London E1 7SA. A self-addressed sticky label would be appreciated. 

} WE ARE UNABLE TO ACCEPT TELEPHONE ENQUIRIES. ruven ny 
Closing date for completed application forms: 25 January 1993. Interviews 16 = 


February 1993. 


LASA is a voluntary organisation providing consultancy and support services to 
advice agencies and is funded by the London Boroughs’ Grants Scheme. 


WANTED 


INFORMATION WANTED 
Information is required for a project aimed at 
the improvement of existing publicly 
accessible buildings for use by people with 
disabilities. The research team of architects, 
ergonomists and quantity surveyors, working 
for the Construction Industry Research and 
Information Association, wishes to hear from 
designers, building owners, access officers, 
people with disabilities or others with 
experience in this area. 

PLEASE CONTACT: ROBERT FEENEY 
ASSOCIATES, Somerset House, 26 Frederick 
Street, Loughborough, Leicestershire LE11 
3BJ. Fax: 0509 269991. 


PETS FOR TV 


Do you have a wonderful pet? OWL TV 
are looking for disabled/special needs 
kids (aged 8-16) with pets to participate 
in their series. Please ring Cathy Elliott - 
071-580 7141. 


BUGGIES NEEDED FOR ZAMBIA. 
Children with cp in Zambia need 
Dushchairs, buggies and wheelchairs. If 
you have any of these which your child 
sas grown out of and which you would 
ike to donate please contact Anna 
Fitzgerald at the Bobath Centre, tel: 071- 
+35 3895 or at home, tel: 071-624 7508. 


Small ads cost £3 a line. Use the 
form on the right to place an ad. 


Send it and a cheque for the total 
to Disability Now, address page 2. 


A d P. i Accessible 
Am FICE Vehicles 

If you need a vehicle to carry up to five seated 

passengers and a wheelchair but your budget 


will not stretch to a new one, contact us. 


* Used accessible vehicles supplied 

* Access conversions to your vehicle 

* Passenger use and access conversions to 
used vans 

* Realistic prices 

* Any make supplied 

Our comprehensive service includes locating a 

suitable vehicle, processing H.M. Customs & 

Excise requirements and delivery to your door. 


Tel:Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0860) 620779 


DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
SALARY £19,656 + London Allowance 


OUTSET develops technology related employment opportunities for people 
with disabilities. We have a vacancy for a Development Manager, which is an 
ideal position for a person with a disability who has a strong track record in 
development, a knowledge of statutory and European funding sources and 


an understanding of the new “mixed economy of care” in community care 


programmes. 


The successful candidate will need to demonstrate negotiating skills and 
have a creative flair and imagination for putting together packages which 
achieve new opportunities for disabled people. 


For an application form and further details please contact: 


Vickie Roe (Personnel Officer) 


OUTSET 

Drake House 

18 Creekside 
London SE8 3DZ 


CLOSING date: 22nd January 1993 


OUTSET has adopted a positive action programme designed to promote 
career opportunities for disabled people at all levels in the organisation. 


All our premises are accessible to wheelchair users. 


SERVICES 


DATES FOR THE DISABLED 


- A BETTER LIFE - 
36 Park Grove, Edgware, 
Middx. HA8 7SJ 
Tel. 081-958 9657 


grog 


z <A 
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For people with disabilities. 
Be assertive and join Handidate. 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk 1P1 2PB. 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


4 z 
Classified lineage advertisements 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or fullstop and a space after each sentence. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 
12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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Anybody Any Age - Lonely? 

Choose your own ideal relationship. 

Mutual Essential Links Bulletin, PO 
Box 49, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 
5HL. Tel: O606 49093 (24 hrs). 


riends inneed 


DISABLED PARTNERS 


Being disabled need not be a 
handicap. Are you lonely, bored 
and longing to make new friends? 
WE CAN HELP - CALL US 
We specialise in establishing new 
friends and relationships for 
all able bodied and disabled 
people nationwide. 

WE CAN HELP - CALL US NOW e8 


081 676 0396 AR 


ia 


PROPERTY 


DETACHED 4 BEDROOM bungalow, 
fully adapted. Lounge/dining room, 16 
ft bathroom, central heated, garage/24 ft 
carport. 4 miles Sherwood Forest. Many 
extras included. Tel: (0623) 645165. 


4 BED DETACHED house, Wessex 
door opener and through floor lift. 
Replacement Maintenance 
free. Must be seen to be appreciated. 
Outskirts of | Wokingham, Berks. 
£95,000. Tel: (0734) 780550 (eves) or 
(0734) 233098 (daytime). 


windows. 


Ground floor, 1 bedroom flat 
in small sheltered housing 
development in Roehampton, SW 
London. Designed for wheelchair 
user. Attractive gardens. Economy 7 


heating throughout. Live in warden 
on 24 hour call. Emergency pull 
cords in all rooms. £59,000 ono. 
Tel: (0993) 776707. 


(First line in bold capitals) 
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Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 
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NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
| reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 


FOR SALE 


Bec Trooper Scooter for sale. 
Good condition, well maintained. 
Ex-Shopmobility, hence £500. 
Tel: 0905 610523. 


GBL SERVICES 


¢ TRUE CHOICE OFFERED 
cee WHEERAT e¢ LARGE SHOWROOM OPEN FOR 


VIEWING & DEMOS. 
(NEW & SECONDHAND [ALL TYPES]) DEALERSHIP COVERING 
APPROXIMATELY 70 MODELS. 
“DOCH ae e UNIQUE MANUAL WHEELCHAIR 
¢ REPAIRS, SERVICES AND ALTERATIONS INSURANCE SCHEME. 
¢ PARTS SUPPLIED ... FITTING AVAILABLE 
¢ HIRING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED 
* HOME VISITS ARRANGED NATIONWIDE. 
* OPEN WEEKENDS BY APPOINTMENT 
ADVICE AND ALTERNATIVE ENQUIRIES WELCOME CONTACT 
JAMIE: UNIT E3 & E4, SHIELD BUSINESS CENTRE, SHIELD DRIVE, 
BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX TW8 9EX. TEL: 081-569 8955. 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


In Newham, our aims are SERVICE, QUALITY, EQUALITY and 
PARTNERSHIP. So, in planning the development of our services to 
people with sensory disabilities, getting the right people to help us do 
this is important. 


Principal Adviser Sensory Disability 


£23,1 39 5 £24,840 p.a.inc. 


Ref: SS648 

You will play a crucial role in the development of services to people 
with sensory disabilities by planning decentralisation, setting up 
systems to ensure good quality services, managing the team of 
specialists located centrally prior to decentralisation and managing 
change. You will also take an active part in the development of future 
and current projects across the Department. 

We are looking for a Disabled Person with CACDP Level Il or a 
Diploma in Rehabilitation or other relevant qualification who has 
experience of providing services to people with sensory disabilities in 
either the public or voluntary sector and experience of working jointly 
with other disciplines or agencies. 

We seek a person with knowledge and experience of assessment 
processes, good communication and organisational ability who will 
help us implement the changes proposed to develop service provision 
in our multi-cultural community. 

We are targetting this post for a disabled person as part of the 
Department’s Disability Action Plan on Employment to ensure 
understanding of disability issues and thus improve services. 


Senior Practitioner for Deaf People 


£22,008 = £23,1 39 p.a.inc. 


Ref: SS646 


This new post based in one of the Assessment Teams (after 
decentralisation) is to provide skilled and sensitive assessments to 
people who are deaf and hard of hearing with complex needs; work 
jointly in cases of child protection and child care; provide advice and 
leadership in the development of knowledge and understanding of 
deafness and the needs of service users. You will play a key role in the 
development of care management arrangements, initiating new projects 
and providing flexible packages of care to service users and their 
carers. 

Applicants must have a relevant professional qualification, hold 
CCADP - at level 2, have substantial experience of work with people 
who are prelingually deaf, experience of working with minority ethnic 
groups and extensive knowledge of relevant legislation. 

In view of the under-representation that exists at senior level within 
this area of work we particularly welcome applications for the above 
posts from Asian, African-Caribbean and other Ethnic Minority Groups. 
Section 38(i)(b) Race Relations Act 1976 applies. 


Adviser for Deaf People 


(Asian Community) 


£15,213 - £19,338 p.a.inc. (subject to review) 


Ref: SS647 

This post is a Section 11 project to reach out to deaf and hard of 
hearing members of the Asian Community in Newham in order to 
improve the accessibility of specialist services. 

You will be expected to assess and register deaf and hard of hearing 
members of the Asian Community; to provide and advise about 
services available to them and their carers and to publicise services in 
the Asian Community. 

Applicants must be of Asian ethnic origin and speak one of the 
following languages: Urdu, Punjabi, Gujerati, Hindi, Bengali, have 
knowledge and understanding of the needs of deaf and hard of hearing 
people from the Asian Community; experience of working with the 
public in either the public or voluntary sector; ability to assess need 
and have good oral and written communication skills. The successful 
applicant will also be expected to acquire skills in British Sign 
Language or other methods of communication. 

For the above post candidates must be of Asian origin. Section 
5(2)(d) Race Relations Act 1976 applies. 

Closing date: 22nd January 1993. 


Please quote appropriate reference. 


For further detalls and an application form please reply to 
the Personnel Section, Social Services Department, 99 The 
Grove, Stratford E15 or tel 081 519 2095 (24 hr. answerphone). 


eet ee 2 ae a 
We positively welcome applications from ail sections 
of the community. Job sharers welcome. 


ly NEWHAM 
COUNCIL 


Striving for Equality 


WHEELCHAIR CARRIERS 
g—,\ We create specialist 
7 a | | vehicles to carry 4 or 

—_ = ~ «CD passengers plus 


: a wheelchair and its 
occupant in style 
and comfort at a reasonable price. We can 
build to suit your special requirements 
and funds. Converted vehicles in stock 
from £4,000. For details ring 
(0525) 852164 or (0836) 501763 anytime. 


ADJUSTABLE BEDS 
New and ex-demonstration models 
available at reduced prices. 
Part exchange. Old beds removed. 
Home visits if required. Tel: Concern for 
Comfort 081-810 9508. 


POWERCHAIRS 
(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 
Nearly new, hardly used 
Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
The right one to suit your 
individual problem. 

Free Advice, 
Delivery, Collection. 
All Areas Covered. 

Ring Mr Gibbons 

021-357 4965. 
All major credit 
cards accepted 


M)jj 


ype 


For a fast and efficient service contact 
Mr Evans on 021-366 6796 any time. 
Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
E R Bele set 
LIGHTWEIGHT, RIGID 


& FOLDING WHEELCHAIRS 


e Authorised dealer for Quickie, 
Swede and Action Technology 
e Home demonstration of products 
e Servicing, spares and repairs 
e Adult and childrens wheelchairs 
FOR A BROCHURE OR FURTHER INFORMATION 
Tel/Fax: 0252 547939 


156 Alexandra Road, Farnborough, 
Hants GU14 6RY 


OR OUR NEW OFFICE IN COVENTRY: 
Tel/Fax: 0203 422327 


14 company run by the disabled — far the disabled 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 


NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY USED 
FOR SALE FROM HALF PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND ADVICE - 
ALL AREAS COVERED. 

TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 
SOUTH 081 343 3535 


RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS 
Stannah/Minivator, installed 
and guaranteed. Unwanted lifts 
purchased for cash. 
DOLPHIN LIFTS 081 861 2370. 


Disability Now is not responsible for the 
claims made in the advertisements it prints. 
Readers are advised to check claims with 
the advertisers before relying on them. 


HAIR LOSS 


The established medical lotion being 
used worldwide to treat thinning hair and 
hair loss is available for home treatment 
privately from Dr W Mackay, PO Box 
458, Glasgow G42 8QJ. For complete 
information call or write to Dr Mackay. 
Telephone 041 423 1037. 10am-5pm 
Mon-Fri. Worldwide Distribution. 


CORNWALL ST. AGNES 
BAWDEN MANOR RESIDENTIAL 
CARE HOME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES. 
SITUATED OVERLOOKING CAVES 
AND COVES. FABULOUS SEA AND 
COUNTRY VIEWS. 25 ACRES. 


STABLES. DISABLED RIDING. 
HEATED SWIMMING POOL WITH 
SPECIAL EQUIPMENT FOR DISABLED 
PEOPLE. CARING FAMILY 
ATMOSPHERE. TEL: (0872) 553339 
OR 0872 553738. 


SEVERELY DISABLED? 
WANT TO CHOOSE YOUR OWN INDEPENDENT LIFESTYLE? 
CONTACT THE EXPERTS WITH MORE THAN 20 YEARS PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 


RAINBOW CARE AGENCY 


SPECIALISES IN THE PROVISION OF RELIABLE RESPONSIBLE CARERS. 
CARE PACKAGES TAILORED TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 


RAINBOW CARE AGENCY IS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM HOME CARE ASSOCIATION. 


CONTACT JEAN NEWPORT, RAINBOW CARE AGENCY, 684 SIDCUP ROAD, 
NEW ELTHAM, LONDON SE9 3AL. TEL: 081-857 3371. 


REGISTERED EMPLOYMENT AGENCY NO. SE 17724. 


POLICY OFFICER 


(DISABILITIES ISSUES) 
£17,721 - £19,110 


As part of ourcommitmentto employ more disabled people this job 


has been RESERVED FOR DISABLED APPLICANTS ONLY on this 
occasion. 


We are looking for someone who is committed to equal opportunities for 
disabled people, who will promote a pro-active and co-ordinated 
approach to providing services which meet the needs of disabled people 
and who will ensure that the views of disabled people are taken into 
account. 

You must be innovative and creative, have experience of working with 
disabled people and be knowledgeable about local government services 
which affect disabled people. Experience of researching, evaluating and 
formulating policies relating to disability is also essential. You must be self- 
motivated, persuasive and determined, with excellent communication 
skills and an ability to achieve, under pressure, in a political environment. A 
degree or equivalent is also essential. 

Actual removal costs, generous expenses allowance and help in finding 
temporary accommodation available in appropriate cases. 
Closing date: 15th January 1993 Post No. C119 
Leicester City Council uses Positive Action measures to fight discrimination 
in recruitment, promotion and training and ensure equality of outcome in 
employment. 

For an application form and more details: Tel: 0533 527099 (24 hours). 
Minicom Service - office hours only, or write to: The Town Clerk’s 
Department, B4 New Walk Centre, Leicester LE1 6ZG. Personal callers 
welcome 9 - 4.30 weekdays. 

Job Sharers welcome - no partner required. 

Disabled persons meeting the essential characteristics of the job are 
guaranteed an interview. 


Leicester ity Council 


HOUSING DEPARTMENT 


PRINCIPAL TRAINING OFFICER 
£20,238 - £22,032 
JOB RESTRICTED TO PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


The Housing Department's Training Team delivers a comprehensive 
training development and education service to-4,500 employees. We are 
looking for an experienced training practitioner with the ability tc 
manage a group of skilled and enthusiastic trainers committed to 
delivering a first class service to our internal customers. You will be 
responsible for planning, co-ordinating and contributing to the Team's 
varied programme of in-house courses, including the Department's 
programme for management development, the Service Quality 
Improvement and Development Programme. This will involve the co- 
ordination and implementation of a development centre designed 
around the key skills our Managers need to meet the challenges facing 
the Department over the next few years. 

Your application needs to demonstrate that you: 


Can plan and programme your own and others work to meet agreed 
targets. 
Can liaise effectively with colleagues and others to gain their co- 
operation and achieve agreed objectives. 
Can design, deliver and evaluate training events and learning 
materials for use both in and away from the workplace. 

- Have used a wide range of training and learning methods 
successfully and can support others to do so. 


Are personally and professionally committed to Equal Opportunities 
and can put that into practice in the workplace. 
- Can manage a budget. 


Application forms and further details can be obtained from 
Personnel, City Housing Department, Louisa Ryland House, 44 
Newhall Street, Birmingham B3 3PL. Tel: 021 235 
4930/4053/3971 (24 hour answering service). Minicom line 021 
235 2551 (this number is restricted to Minicom users only during 
normal office hours). Please quote ref: H264. Closing date 22nd 
January 1993. ; 


ey Birmingham City Council 


The City Council welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community, irrespective of race, colour, gender, 
sexuality or disability. 

Job Sharers welcome, no partner necessary 


V/ 
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LOTHIAN Regional Council ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION 


promoting employment opportunities for people with a disability 
are seeking a CO-ORDINATOR - Salary £18,633 a 20 27.1 
INTO-WORK RESOURCE TEAM 


The INTO-WORK RESOURCE TEAM is a new urban-aid project with a staff of two project workers and an 
Admin assistant. Its aim is to provide an added developmental resource to public, private and voluntary 
sector agencies who are engaged in providing employment opportunities for people with a disability 
and their carers from disadvantaged communities in Edinburgh and the Lothians. This will involve 
research, project development, business development, and employment access assistance activity. 
The project is directly managed by Lothian Regional Council with a guidance/policy remit being 
provided by a representative steering group of service providers. The project will run from 1992-1996, 
THE CO-ORDINATOR will require to have a knowledge of the issues facing agencies seeking to create 
employment opportunities for the client group and the management capability to operate a small 
quasi-independent group effectively. 

It is expected that the Co-ordinator will have an appropriate mix of some of these skills; business 
development/education and training techniques/publicity promotion awareness/project management 
experience/ research expertise/ guidance, counselling expertise/fund-raising/inter-agency-working. 
FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS CONTACT: Ms Joan Black, Lothian Region Development Authority, 12 
St Giles Street, Edinburgh EH1 1PT. Tel: 031-469 3867. Fax: 031-469 3878. j 

For an informal discussion please ring Gerald Baker on 031-469 3871. 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS - JANUARY 8th 1993. 


Disability Information 
& Advice Service 


CO-ORDINATOR (part-time) 
GRADE: SO1 


DIAS provides a confidential Information & Advice 
Service for people with disabilities and carers in the City 
and Hackney. We are looking for an adaptable person 
with training experience to assist with running the 
service and supporting volunteers. Personal experience 
of disability essential. Voluntary sector experience 
desirable. 


For further information and application forms please send 
SAE (A5) to: DIAS Ltd, 16 Dalston Lane, London E8 3AZ. 


Closing Date: 29th Jan 1993. 


DIAS has an Equal Opportunities Policy and applications 
are especially welcome from people with disabilities 
from all sections of the community. 


Reg Charity No: 1004157 


LBH funded. 


WALTHAM FOREST EDUCATION 


YOUTH & COMMUNITY SERVICE 
PROJECT LEADER (DISABILITY) 


£19,380 to £21,498 inc pa 

(Unqualified £11,718 to £13,104) 

If you are a Youth Worker experienced in: 

- developing policy and Youth Work programmes for young people 
with disabilities 

- implementing equal opportunities 

- empowering young people with disabilities 

- working with Black and Asian people with disabilities 

Contact us now. 

Applicants are restricted to candidates who have a disability. 

Closing date: 29th January 1993 

For an application form/further details contact: 

The Recruitment Team, Personnel Unit, Education Department, 

Municipal Offices, High Road, London E10 5QJ. 

Tel: 081-527 5544 ext 5351. 


BSS eas 
THE LONDON BOROUGH OF 
ee ET 


Waltham 
Sz) Forest 


SS SSS 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


REF:G183/DN 


This posts is available for job share. 
Details available on tape on request. 


Waltham Forest serves a multi-racial 
community and welcomes applications from 
women, black and ethnic minorities, people 
with disabilities, lesbians and gay men to help 
build a representative workforce. 


OU 


COMPUTER BASED TRAINING 
WRITER/PROGRAMMER 


SALARY £15,669 
based at Wolverhampton 


OUTSET develops technology related employment opportunities for people with 
disabilities. We have a vacancy for a person with a disability to develop, write 
and support CBT materials which will be an integral part of OUTSET’s European 
Horizon Programmes. 


The successful candidate will have a working knowledge of Jackson’s 
Structured Programming, at least one programming language (preferably C++/ 
experience programming in WINDOWS) experience of producing CBT and some 
experience of training is essential. 


This is an exciting new post for which good communication skills are essential. 
For an application form and further details please contact:- 


Vickie Roe (Personnel Officer) RY Boy, ‘a 
OUTSET Sefe/s 
Drake House Oo fe) 
18 Creekside o xe 
London SE8 3DZ - } © 
/SAB\ 


CLOSING date:- 22nd January 1993 


OUTSET has adopted a positive action programme designed to promote career 
opportunities for disabled people at all levels in the organisation. 


All our premises are accessible to wheelchair users. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the 
Advertisement 
Manager, 

Richard Gresham, 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 
12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 
Tel: 071-252-1362: 
Fax: 071- 237 8019. 


Deadlines for February 
issue: booking by 8 
January, camera ready 


artwork/copy by 12 
January. 


CROSSWORD 


ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Redemption 
6. Pa 7. Halibut 9. Eric 
11. Note 12. Bequeathed 
14. Dead 16. Lie still 
18. The 19. Relevant 

20. Lips 22. Emery 

23. Overt 

DOWN: I. Rehabilitate 
2. Dole queues 3. Mob 
4. Opened 5. Face 6. Pit 
8. Total flop 10. Rode 
13. Entirely 15. Distant 
17 Barge 21. So 


NEWS QUIZ 


ANSWERS 

1. The Queen 2. In protest 
at the Gatt Agreement 

3. House of Commons MPs 
4. Norman Lamont 5. The 
ordinatin of women to the 
priesthood 6. Ireland 

7. June 1993 8. Of Mice 
and Men 9. 67 10. Visiting 
famine-stricken areas of 
Ethiopia 


AGENTS 


AGENTS/DEALERS WANTED FOR EXCLUSIVE 


CLOTHING AND/OR PHYSIOTHERAPY 
EQUIPMENT. NATIONWIDE CAMPAIGN. 


INTRODUCING INNOVATIVE NEW PRODUCTS. 


OFFERING A RARE OPPORTUNITY. 


SEND DETAILS TO: PORCHAS LTD, HALLAM 
MILL, STOCKPORT SK2 6PT. 


Our Equal Opportunities Policy Statement for Employment is clear in its intent. 

We aim to recruit the best person for the job, regardless of an applicant's sex, sexual 
orientation, age, disability, marital status, creed, religion, colour, ethnic or national origin. 
However, we are too well aware that people with disabilities are under-represented in our 
workforce and we are now trying hard to enable equality of access and opportunity to 
employment and services for people with disabilities across our Council. 

If you have a disability and are interested in receiving our Weekly Jobs Vacancy List for 
the next six months, please detach and return the completed coupon to 

Mike Brown, Training & Equal Opportunities Section, Room 315, Civic Centre, 

44 York Street, Twickenham TW1 3BZ. 


We are equal to the task 


OU 


TECHNOLOGY TRAINER 
(WESTERN NETWORK) 


SALARY £15,669 + London Weighting 


OUTSET develops technology related employment opportunities for people with 
disabilities. We have a vacancy for a Technology Trainer in our West London 
Network and require a person with a disability to fill this key position. 

The successful candidate will be accountable to the Product Development 
Manager (Vocational |.T.) and will be responsible for writing and delivering high 
quality vocational |.T. Training within the Western Network. 

The training to be delivered ranges from higher level applications training 
including Spreadsheets, Word Processing and Data Base up to Programming 
languages on existing Computer Based Training materials. There will also be 
creative opportunities to develop ones own C.B.T. materials. 

For an application form and further details please contact:- 

Vickie Roe (Personnel Officer) 

OUTSET & ABOy, 
Drake House 

18 Creekside 
London SE8 3DZ 


CLOSING date:- 22nd January 1993 2 


AB 
OUTSET has adopted a positive action 
programme designed to promote career opportunities for disabled people at all 
levels in the organisation. 


All our premises are accessible to wheelchair users. 


John Grooms 


Working with Disabled People 


Financial Controller 


JOHN GROOMS is a national charity providing purpose 
built flats, and residential homes with care, employment 
opportunities, holidays, respite care and information for 
disabled people. 

A new appointment, a FINANCIAL CONTROLLER 
(F.D. Designate), is required from March 1993. The 
requirement is for a fully qualified accountant with a 
minimum 5 years’ commercial experience, proven 
management and negotiating skills and a Christian 
commitment. Knowledge of the voluntary sector desirable. 
John Grooms is committed to Equal Opportunities. 


Salary: £28k plus car - Location London N4 


Please write in confidence with full cv to John Huckstep, 
Charity Appointments, 3 Spital Yard, London El 6AQ. 
Closing date for applications: 15th January 1993. 


Charity Appointments 


A registered ty serving the voluntary sector. 


Are you? WV 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
RICHMOND UPON THAMES 


an equal opportunities cmployer 


Please send me your weekly Jobs Vacancy-List 


Name 


Address 


DN 
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28 COMPETITIONS 


Disability Now 


The campaigning 
newspaper for people 
with all kinds 

of disabilities 

Please SUPPORT DW by SUBSCRIBING NOW 
DISABILITY NOW SUBSCRIPTION ORDER 

Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
FREEPOST 17 London W1E 3HU with your remittance 


made payable to 
DISABILITY NOW. No stamp is needed. 


NAME 


BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


Please tick / 


| wish to become a 
new subscriber to Disability Now [_] 


Individual at 


One year (12 issues) £10 [_] 
home address 


Two year (24 issues) £19 [_ | 


One year (12 issues) £15[_] 
Two year (24 issues) £29 [_ ] 


Organisations / 
authorities etc. 


Overseas One year Sterling £20 [_] 
* Multiple copies £__1year (12 issues) [_ ] 
We enclose Cheque/PO L] 
A voluntary donation towards costs £ ea 
| authorise you to charge my VISA[_] ACCESS [_] 
Account No. 

Expiry Date / Signature 


Telephone ACCESS/VISA account. no. to (071) 383 4575 


Disability Now is a non-profit making publication. Itissent 
free to disabled people on low income if they let us know. ip 
* Multiple copies 


2 copies £24, 3 copies £36, 4 copies £48, 5 copies £60, 6 copies £72 
10-50 copies £100, 51-100 copies £125. One year (12 oe only. ; a 


When Patrick Hastings, /e/t, 
and Beryl Dean met Oliver 
Askaroff of Simplantex it 
was pouring with rain, so 
the all-weather waxed cot- 
ton cover-ups couldn’t have 
been more appropriate. 
“They’re marvellous,” Mrs 
Dean told DN. “I went out 
in the all-over cape that 
very day.” Sales manager 
Mr Hastings has never won 
a competition before. He 
was delighted. He needed a 
warm cover-up; now he 
won’t have to buy one. 


Winners will 
defy winter’s 
wind and rain 


Congratulations to all the 
readers who entered the 
Simplantex/DN competition in 
November to win £500 worth 
of all-weather protection. 

Competitors had to make as 
many words as they could 
from the word Simplantex, 
with one point for each four 
letter word, two points for a 
five letter word, and so on. 
They also had to write a funny 
sentence using at least six 
words from their list. 

There were three winners in 
each section, for manual or 
electric wheelchair users. Here 
they are: 

Manual 

Ist: Patrick Hastings of St 
Albans with 1,225 points. He 
wrote: “SLIP into a 
SIMPLANTEX AMPLE 
MANTLE and SMILE as you 
SAMPLE the warmth of 
SPAIN. 

2nd: Norman A Haggar of 
Beaconsfield, Bucks, had 815 


points. 


3rd: Miss S K Berrington, 
Abingdon, Oxon, with 747 
points. 
Electric . 
Ist: Mrs Beryl Dean of © 
Caterham, Surrey, with 899 
points. She wrote: “My PATE — 
is TAME, it is PLAIN, 
though ’'m LAME all the 
SAME, AMEN.” 

2nd: June Eaton, from 
Hebden Bridge, West 
Yorkshire, with 780 points. 
3rd: W J Drinkwater from 
Corsham, Wiltshire, with 667 
points. 


; 
} 


Oliver Askaroff, managing 
director of Simplantex Health 
Care, tells DN readers: “We 
are committed to supply 
products which make life more ~ 
comfortable for wheelchair and © 
scooter users. Any ideas or 
suggestions on improvements 
and variations are welcome.” 
Send them to him via DN, 12 — 
Park Crescent, London WIN ~ 


4EQ. 


DN Scotland Writing Competition 


Where are you, the elusive 
Scottish readers of DN? 

DN is a national newspaper 
for disabled people, their 
families, carers and relevant 
professionals.We want more of 
you to read DN and feel part 
of it. 

As you’ll see from the 
advertisement alongside, we 
are coming to meet you at 
Scottish Naidex in March 
armed with a special Scottish 
supplement. It will contain 
anything you think would 
interest readers all over the 
UK, things you tell us before 
the end of January. 

But that’s not all. This 
month we launch the DN 
Scotland Writing Competition, 
with prizes generously donated 
by Naidex organisers Reed 
Exhibition Companies (UK). 
You could win: 

* First prize: £100 

* Second prize: £50 

* Third prize: a bottle of 
whisky or a bouquet of 
flowers 

The winner will see their 
piece in March DN. Prizes will 
be awarded at Naidex. (Help 
with travel costs are available 
for prize winners living far 
from Glasgow.) 

What do you have to do? 
Imagine you have been chosen 
to write a 500-word letter to 
the Minister for Disabled 
People on the planet Mars, 
explaining what life for 
disabled people is like in 
Scotland. You can tell 
him/her/it about anything you 


like - being ruled by an alien 
life force in London, bizarre. 
public transport systems that 
you can’t use, etc. Funny or 
serious, it’s up to you. 

Send your 500-word entry 
to us by 29 January (see 


address above), adding your 
name, address and day-time 
phone number, if possible. - 
The competition is open only 
to disabled people, parents or 
carers living in Scotland. The 
editor’s decision is final. 


~ SCOTLAND'S FOR US| 


DN is planning a Scottish invasion. We will 


be running a special Scottish supplement | 
in the March 1993 issue of DN. And we’ll 

be sending in the DN team to meet you 

face to face at Scottish Naidex in Glasgow 
from 24-26 March on stand F38. 


This is YOUR chance to show the rest of 

the country what’s happening in Scotland. 
So whatever you’re up to, whatever you do 
best, whatever you want to shout about - 

WE WANT TO KNOW! Just drop a line to the | 
editor, Mary Wilkinson, at 12 Park 

Crescent, London W1N 4EQ, or phone 071- 
636 5020 ext 245 with your ideas. 


Advertisers can join in too. Phone Richard 
Gresham, our advertisement manager, on 
071-252 1362, NOW. 


rrr 
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